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| LETTER 
FROM 
A Country W H TG, &c. 


My Dear FRIENp, 


S you wonder'd at an Alteration 
A you diſcover'd in my Temper, 
by the Stile of one of my late 
Letters, I doubt this will raiſe no 
leſs Admiration, if the Stars have any 
Power over us Mortals; and if that was 
written under a Jovial Influence, as you 
fancy, you will believe, that now Saturn 
is Lord of the Aſcendant. I was then 
indeed newly recover'd from the Pain 
which a continual Succeſſion of 3 

of | 8 a 


„ 
had laid me under, from the Time when 
the late Tory Miniſtry enter'd on the 
Stage, till the happy Acceſſion of his 


| Majeſty to the Crown: All that while, 1 


was toſs'd in a perpetual Storm, the 
Agitations in my Mind ſucceeding each 
other like Waves in the Sea. The Loſs 
of Publick Credit and Trade; Alliances 
diffolv'd; Allies deſerted; an unſafe 
Peace, and in the Cloſe of all theſe, the 
terrible Thought of the Pretender, ac- 
companied with thoſe dreadful Phan- 
toms, Popery and Arbitrary Power, 


ſcarce allow'd me one calm Hour: I 


dream'd of Nothing but Maſſacres and 
Murders, Fire and Faggot, Rags and 
wooden Shoes: I was every Minute in 
Expectation that our Sons would be all 


kill'd, and our Wives and Daughters 


raviſh'd by Foreign Popiſh Armies of 
French, Iriſh, Lorrainers, and what not, 
who were to come the Lord knows 
whence, and theLord knows how; and 
altho' there is not a Papiſt within Ten 
Miles of this Place, yet I could not ſleep, 
without firſt looking to be ſure that 


there were no Fire-balls under my Bed, as 


if the ſad Times of the Popiſh Plot, and 


the latter End of King James's Reign 


were again return'd. Whether there 
| | were 
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were any Grounds for theſe diſmal * 
Y 


prehenſions, or that they were on 
Fumes exhald from the Pamphlets and 


Diſcourſes of our Party, and conden- 
ſed in the Cavities of a too empty Pe- 


ricranium, as ſome would then have 


perſuaded me, and my felt begin almoſt 1 


to ſuſpect, I ſhall not here Diſpute. 
Thus far Jam certain, that if we were 
then in Earneſt, and had any Reaſons 


for our Fears, thoſe Reaſons would na- 


turally have been much ſtrengthen'd, 
and multiplied on- her late Majeſty's 
Sickneſs and Death: If Hannibal had 
been at our Gates before, we might 


then have fear'd his entring into our 
City: It could not be thought the 
Queen would have conſented to the 


Dethroning of Herſelf, or that the 
Tories would have thrown away a 


Certainty for an Uncertainty, but who 
could know whar Steps might have 


been taken for ordering Matters, in 
Caſe of the Queen's Demiſe ; and if the 


Church Party had been ſo ill affected, 
and fo cloſely united to the Houſe of 
Bourbon, as we would have the World 


believe, and that Houſe was ſo Formi- 
dable as we ſometimes think fit to re- 


preſent it, let us conſider the Strength, 


4 Intereſt, 
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Intereſt and Number of that Party, and 
the Power they were then poſſeis'd of, 
and what think you could have hinder'd 
the Execution of any of the imaginary 
Schemes, with which we have (perhaps 
not very truly) accus'd them. It was 1 
therefore the ſtrangeſt Riddle in the E 
World to me, that J ſhould find in the . 
News-Papers, Stocks riſing at that Ar- 
ticle of Time, when the ee Life | 
Was deſpair'd of, and when Irather ex- 1 
pected a Run upon the Bank and Ex- j 
chequer, and that our Patriots would 
have been packing up their Alls, and 
Shipping off for Hollana, to take Refuge 
among our old Friends, and avoid the 
Evils to come. But how agreeable was 
my Surprize in the next Scene? When 
inſtead of all the Miſery and Confuſion 
which with Dread I expected, I ſaw 
nothing but Peace and Unanimity, 1 
when all Eyes how oppolite ſoever, 5 
were center'd in one Point, and the Pro. 4 
teſtant Succeſſion, which I thought ſo 


much in Danger, was not only ſubmit- F 

ted to, without the leaſt Oppoſition or , 

Heſitation, but own'd with the greateſt 

Ardour and Alacrity. Our moſt gra- 

P cious Sovereign King George was Pro- 

EQ: - claim'd with univerſal Joy and Satis- 
Mm EN faction 
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faction, and Pleaſure fat on thoſe Faces, 
which were yet wet with Tears for the 


Loſs of fo good a Queen (pardon the 


Expreſſion, if it be a Crime to call her 
good, all true Engliſh Men muſt ever 


be my Fellow Sinners) I fay, when the 


Face of publick Affairs appear'd with 
an Aſpect, ſo different from what I ex- 


pected, my Fears on a ſudden vaniſh'd 


like Miſts before the Sun : I could nor 
but think there had been great Miſre- 
preſentations, both of Men and Things; 
that the Devil was not ſo black as he 


was Painted; that doubtleſs among tlie 
Tories, there were great Numbers of. 


honeſt Men, and that the honeſt Men 


in both Parties meant the ſame Thing, 
and were agreed in the End, however 
they differ*d in the Means. I was apt 


to believe that -our Heats and Diviſions 
had been fomented, with no better De- 
ſign than advancing particular Intereft, 


at the Expence of the publick Safety, 


and Party only made a ſtalking Horſe 


to Ambition. When, after this, I heard 


that ſome of our Friends had Hopes of 
Encouragement, it fill'd my Joys till 
higher; as the Churchmen had by their 
Actions prov'd their good Inclinations 
to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, I thought 

an 
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an Opportunity was naw put into our 


Hands, of convincing them of our Af- 


fection and Sincerity to the Church of 


England, and that our Moderation would 
plainly be ſeen of all Men, I hop'd that 
this good Agreement would put an End 
to all the invidious Diſtinctions, which 
had been ſo long and ſo juſtly lament- 
ed; yet at the ſame Time, no leſs en- 
courag'd, and that all our Party Feuds 
would be buried in the Grave of the 
Stuarts. I pleaſed my Imagination 
with Proſpects of better Times, when 
the Throne of the King being 
fupported by the Hearts and Hands of 
all his People, would make him uni- 
verſally belov'd: and rever'd by his 
Subjects, courted by his Friends, and 


dreaded by his Enemies, and the Clouds 


of Faction which have hung over our 
Heads for above a Hundred Years paſt, 
being diſpell'd, the Britiſh Glory might 
ſhine with a brighter Luſtre than ever; 
and thus giving the Reins to my Fancy, 
J let her run thro' all the happy Scenes 
of a new Golden Age: But how vain 
and fleeting are all our Hopes in this 


World? The inconſiderable Number 


of Male-Contents at his Majeſty's firſt- 
coming, was not worth Notice; but 
BOW 
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how ſoon has a Cloud, no bigger than a 
Man's Hand, overſpread and darken'd 
the Face of Heaven. I muſt; my Friend, 
with my uſual Frankneſs, tell you, that 
1 doubt we have, like unskilful Con- 
jurers, rais'd a Storm we ſhall not be 
able to allay : I fear we ſhall find our 
Friends our greateſt Foes, and our new 
State Phyſicians more ignorant Quacks, 
than they called their Predeceſſors; they 
have already ſcratch'd a Pimple 1 into an | 
Eriſypilts and drench'd the Body Poli- 
tick into Convullions. I fear rhe Judg- 
ment of God hangs {till over us, that 
we are not yet ripe for Mercy, but 
that our preſent Exaltation will only 
make our Fall the greater: Pray Hea- 
ven we are not making good the Cha- 
racter of our Adverſaries, that we can 
undermine but not ſupport, and that we 
are better at pulling down than build- 
ing up: I muſt confeſs to you, our pre- 
ſent Power, as we have made Uſe of it, 
gives me no Satisfaction; our Greatneſs 
has not added to our Strength, but is 
only like a Tumour in the Head, which 
has walted and emaciated the Body. 
Lou, my Friend, underitand, very well, 
the Strength and Weakneſs of our Par- 
ty: It has not been from the Breadth 
or 
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or Solidity of our own Foundations, 
that we have ſubſiſted all this While; 
but our Structure has been ſupported 
by Buttreſſes on the Outſide: If we 
raiſe it too high, and lay more Weight 


on the Roof, and at the ſame Time 
ſtrike away our Buttreſſes, how can we 


poſſibly ſtand ? While you are build- 
ing up your Babel above, thoſe which 
are our Supporters, every Day, drop 
from us, and for every Friend you 


| place there, you make forty Enemies 


here; you know our Native Troops 


are very inconſiderable, compared with 


our Adverſaries, and that the Strength 
of our Forces conſiſt chiefly in Auxi- 
liaries and Deſerters gain'd from the 


Enemy; theſe flying Squadrons have 


now generally left us, as great Num- 
bers of them join'd with us againſt 
the Tories, when we could perſwade 


them the Tories did not act like Ex- 
gliſbmen: What can we ſay to them, 


when Whigs over- act whatever the 
Tories could be accus'd of. I am puz- 
zled to anſwer the Objections which 
are continually ſtarted; nor do the 
Pamphlets, I meet with, enable me to 


parry the Thruſts made againſt us : I 


cannot ſlightly deſert thoſe to whom I 
"MD have 


SI 
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to which he gave me a frank Denial, 


have ſtuck faſt, in the worſt of Times; 


perhaps there may be Reaſons for 
the preſent Management, of which I 
am ignorant; help 'me our therefore, 
that I may be more capable of aſ- 


ſiſting you; furniſh me with Arms, 
" Ute of 


and I ſhall not fail making 


them to the utmoſt of my Ability. 
Let me give you the Subſtance of a 


Diſcourſe I lately had with a Neigh- 
bour of mine, and thereby you will 
ſee the Diſpoſition of this Part of the 


Country ; the Gentleman I ſpeak of 


tris a moderate Eſtate, which he im- 
proves to the beſt Advantage, and keep- 
ing his Expences and Deſires with- 
in the Compaſs of it, is happily free 
from other Hopes and Dependencies, 
and has never been blindly attached 
to any Party, but has voted and made 

his Intereſt, as he has thought mot 
advantageous to his Country, and moſt 


for the Security of the Conſtitution 


both in Church and State: I therefore 
had Hopes of him, and endea vour'd to 
engage him for $r —— and Mr.—, 
the Candidates fet up by our Side 
for the next Election of Repreſenta- 
tives in Parliament for this County, 


not 


| ( 10 ) 
not (as he ſaid) that he had yet en- 
gag'd himſelf, but that in his preſent 
View of Affairs, he thought a Ma- 
jority of the other Party in the Houſe 
of Commons would be moſt ſervice- 
able, both to the King and Kingdom: 
1 told him I was ſorry to hear him 
talk in that Manner; that I hop'd he 
would conſider better, and ſtand by 
the King's Friends; that I ſhall, ſays 
he; for thoſe who are the trueſt 
Friends to the Conſtitution and to the 
Intereſt of the Nation are certainly the 
beſt Friends to the Xing; their Intereſts 
are inſeparable, and whaever goes about 
to divide them is an Enemy to both. Now 
whatever Opinion I have ſometimes en- 
tertain'd of ſome Proceedings of that 
Party, when my Apprehenſions have 
made me look at them thro' Whiggiſh 
Spectacles, yet I muſt confeſs, that $ 
when I have made Uſe of my own 1 
Eyes, and my own Reaſon, and im- 
partially weigh'd in the Scales of Ju- | 
ſtice, the Actions of the Tories againſt 2? 
thoſe of the oppoſite Faction, I could N 
no longer ballance between them : I 1 
have found one Sort always acting 
with a View to the publick Welfare 
and Honour of the Kingdom, and- mY 
| | IH - 
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Intereſt of our foreign Alliances, ſo far 
as Was conſiſtent with them, always 
firm to the Conſtitution, both Civil 
and Religious; always ſupporting, to 
the utmoſt of their Power, the pub- 
lick Credit, the Prerogatives of the 
Crown, the Rights of rhe eſtabliſh'd 
Religion, and the Liberties of their 
Fellow-Subjetts : Whereas the others, 
however ambitious of the Title of 
Patriots, have acted by no publick 
Principle, but have always paid their 
falſe Worſhip.to private Intereſt, to 


which Idol they have ſacrific'd the 


Church, the Monarchy, and even the. 


Kingdom it ſelf: If the former have 


err'd, it has been thro' human Frail- 
ty; if ever theſe have done well, it 


was by Accident; fo that it the Ac- 


tions of Men are the trueſt Touch- 


| None of their Characters, and from 
what they have done, any Judgment 


may be form'd what is to be ex- 


pected from them, I think there can 


be no Room for Diſpute, which are 
the fitteſt Men to repreſent the Bo- 
dy of the Kingdom, elpecially at this 
critical Juncture, when the publick 


Peace, Intereſt and Safety of theſe Na- 


tions, and the Conſtitution and Govern- 
8 ment, 
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not (as he ſaid) that he had yet en- 
gag'd himſelf, but that in his preſent 
View of Affairs, he thought a Ma- 
jority of the other Party in the Houſe 
of Commons would be moſt ſervice- 
able, both to the King and Kingdom: 
I told him I was lorry to hear him 
talk in that Manner; that I hop'd he 
would conſider better, and ftand by 
the King's Friends; that I ſhall, ſays 
he; for thoſe who are the trueſt 
Friends to the Conſtitution and to the 
Intereſt of the Nation are certainly the 
beſt Friends to the Xing; their Intereſts 
are inſeparable, and whaever goes about 
to divide them is an Emery to both. Now 
whatever Opinion I have ſometimes en- 
tertain'd of ſome Proceedings of that 
Party, when my Apprehenſions have 
made me look at them thro' Whiggiſh 
Spectacles, yet I muſt confeſs, that 4 
when I have made Uſe of my own 1 
Eyes, and my own Reaſon, and im- 
partially weigh'd in the Scales of Ju- 


ſtice, the Actions of the Tories againſt 

thoſe of the oppoſite Faction, I could _ | 

no longer ballance between them: I 

have found one Sort always acting 

with a View to the publick Welfare 
and Honour of the Kingdom, 1 9 
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Intereſt of our foreign Alliances, ſo far 
as Was conſiſtent with them, always 
firm to the Conſtitution, both Civil 
and Religious; always ſupporting, to 
the utmoſt of their Power, the pub- 
lick Credit, the Prerogatives of the 
Crown, the Rights of the eſtabliſh'd 
Religion, and the Liberties of their 
Fellow-Subjects : Whereas the others, 
however ambitious of the Title of 
Patriots, have acted by no publick 
Principle, but have always paid their 
falſe Worſhip.to private Intereſt, to 


which Idol they have ſacrific'd the 
Church, the Monarchy, and even the. 


Kingdom it felt: If the former have 
err'd, it has been thro? human Frail- 


ty; if ever theſe have done well, ir. 


was by Accident; ſo that if the Ac- 
tions of Men are the trueſt Touch- 
ſtone of their Characters, and from 
what they have done, any Judgment 


may be form'd what is to be ex: 


pected from them, I think there can 
be no Room for Diſpute, which are 
the fitteſt Men to repreſent the Bo- 


dy of the Kingdom, elpecially at this 


critical Juncture, when the publick 
Peace, Intereſt and Safety of theſe Na- 
tions, and the Conſtitution and Govern- 

C2 ment, 
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„ | 
nent, both in' Church and -State, are 
ike to be very nearly concern'd in the 
| Deciſions of that Aſſembly. = 
| For this very Reaſon (replied your hum, 
11 ble Servant) I muſt crave Leave tobe of 
l Opinion, that thoſe with whom you ſeem ſo 
. enamour d, are the moſt unfit Mes in | 
= | the Worla ts be truſted at this Time; you 1 
1 Tories have an excellent Talent at recon- 
= ciling Contradictions, but if you could 
14 perſwade me that the Aavocates for Ar- 
bitrary Power are the preateſ Patrons of 
Liberty, and that thoſe who come neareſt to 
Popery are the beſt Proteſtants, and thoſe 
who betrayed our Allies were the Supporters 
of the Nation, you ſhall never perſwade me ; 
to believe, that the Aſſertors of indefeaſible 
hereditary Right are the trueſt Friends to 
the preſent Settlement of the Crown; This 
is too tranſparent not to be ſeen through, 
and thank Heaven, we have a Prince on 
rhe Throne, of too much Penetration to be ſo 


grofly impoſed on. Our ſecond Hopes has 


wobly aeclar'd, that the Maxim of this 1 
Royal Family is To reward their Friends jy 
and do Juſtice to their Enemies: And 
by the Hiſtrihution of Preferments, the 4 


Maxim is ſufficiently explain d. Let me tell 4 
you, they know their Friends, and they know 4 
their Enemies, and know how to deal with | 
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both actording ts their Merits; and 1 am 


ſare I ſhall always defire to have the Parlia- 
ment Houſe fill d with their Friends, as wel 
4 their Palace, for I canszot fee how the 


Government can be ſupported by their Eu- 


mies. | 


Well ſhot truly (ays he) and I ſup- 


bee you fancy you have done great 


ution ;- but how if you have aim'd 
t a Pigeon and only kid a Crow. You 
recommend the Talent of the Tories 


at reconciling Contradictions; but there 


are ſome Things above their Capacity: 
They cannot reconcile Anarchy with 
Government, Reſiſtance with Loy- 


alty, Schiſm with Untformity, nor the 
| Notion of Liberty with the Practice of 
Hyranm, all which the Whigs can as eaſily 


de, as they can prove, in Spite of woful 
Experience, that Trade and Proſperity 
are increas'd by War and Poverty; but 
Raillery apart, and let us come to Fact, 
Calumnies and Accuſations amount to 
no Convittions, nor is Recrimination 


any Proof of Innocence, but if we com» 


pare the Actions of both Parties, we 

ſhall eaſily diſtinguiſh who are the tru · 

eſt Friends both to the King and Go- 

vernment. . 
But, in the firſt Place let me lay it 
| ET 111 
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down as an undeniablePoftulate, that all 
Governments are founded upon certain 
fundamental Rules and Maxims, which 
cannot be receded from without making 


an entire Alteration or ſubverting the 


Conſtitution of that Government, and 
ſubſtituting ſomething elſe in its Place. 
A Form of Laws and Government, 
founded upon ſuch Rules and Maxims, 


as are well adapted to the Situation of 


the Country, and the Genious of the Peo- 


ple, being like a curious Machine, ex- 


actly compos'd, which moves with Or- 


der and Regularity, and perfectly an- 
ſwers the Deſign of the Artiſt; no Alte- 


ration can be made in it, but with the 


greateſt Care and Judgment, other wiſe 
the leaſt Change in the Simmetry and 


Diſpoſition of its Parts, ſpoils the whole 
Compoſition; nay, the taking out any 
one Pin may looſen its Joints and ob- 
ſtruct its Operations: If therefore the 


Order and Welfare of every well-ſettled 


Government depends upon the ſteady 


Maintenance of it, thoſe Men who 
in their Actions and Reſolutions endea- 


vour to preſerve it as intire and invio- 
late, as the Difference of Times and Sea- 
ſons will permit, muſt be eſteem'd Friends 
to the Government; and thoſe who aim 

IX at 
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at its Alteration or Subverſion, ought to 
be look*d upon as irs Enemies, and any 
Combination of ſuch is truly term'd a 
— 4-459 157 3x 
The Civil Government here eſta- 
bliſh*d, is Monarchy, but under ſuch Li- 
mitations, as ſecure the Liberties of the 
Subjects, and yet leave the Xing a 
Power ſufficient to maintain the Honour 
of his Perſon and Government, and to 
do every Thing which conduces to the 
Good of the whole Community. The 
Government of the Church is exactly 
ſuited to that of the State, and agreea- 
ble to the Primitive Apoſtolical Inſtitu- 
tions, and the Tenor of our Laws ſo a- 
dapted to both, that the Alteration of 
any one Part muſt produce the Diſor- 
der and Ruin of the Whole, as has been 
once too ſadly experience. 
Ir is plain, therefore, how much it is 
the Duty of every good Patriot, nay, 
of every good Subject, in his Station, 
to ſupport the Conſtitution of a Govern- 
ment ſo wiſely eſtahlifn'd, and preſerve 
the ſeveral Parts of it, in their due Pro- 
portion, and a juſt Balance to each 
other; thoſe who have done this, are 
good Men, and good Friends to the Go- 
vernment; andas for thoſe who have 
endeavour'd to break thro?, or under- 
| 1 mine 


Religion, as they think that which is 


37 


mine, or have refuſed, or neglected, to 

ſecure any Part of it when Occaſion re- 
— A ſhall leave it to your ſelf to give 
them their proper Epithets. 
' Now, if we look back from the firſt 
Riſe of our unhappy populac Diviſions, 
to theſe Times, we ſhall find, that 


thoſe who acted on the Principles of 


which the Owners are now called Tories, 


by whatever Title of Diſtinction they 
_ wereknown, have always been the great- 


eſt Supporters of the Monarch, and of the 


juſt Rights and Prerogatives of the 


Crown, for the Maintenance of which, 


they have freely ſaerific'd not only their 
Fortunes, but their Lives; the Oceans 


of Blood loſt in the Defence of One of 
their Monarchs, when unjuſtly invaded 
by the other Party, can never be re- 
ſtor'd; and as to their Eftates, it may 

be ſafely affirm'd in general, that the 
Families of this Party have loſt and ex- 
pended more, in their Loyal and Faith- 
ful Services to the Throne, than ever 


they have gain'd from its Bounty and 


Favour. | = 
As theſe Men in general, look upon 


it to be very convenient, that Mankind 


ſhould live in the Proteflion of ſome 


(1 17 15 
here eftabliſh'd, A have been wiſely 
and piouſly reform'd, and reſtord. to 
as near a Reſemblance, as poſſible, of 
the ancient Model of Primitive Chriſti- 
anity, and as it is ſettled by our Laws, 
and fo cloſely united with the civil Go- 
vernment, that it is become an eſſenti- 
al Part of our Conſtitution, and that 
any conſidera ble Alteration, muſt not 
only be for the worſe in its ſelf, but 
ee alſo be attended with ſuch Con- 
— ences, as may probably hazard the 
lick Peace, and draw many Incon- 
— 2D on the State: They have on 
theſe Conſiderations, always endea- 
vour'd to Preſerve and Support it, and 
as its Enemies have made Breaches in 
its Walls, have been ready to add ſuch 
new legal Fences, as were thought ne- 
ceſſary for its Safety. 
heir firm Adherence to the Crown, 
and the Church, made thoſe who were 
conſtantly undermining and weakning 
both one and the other, unjuſtly black- 
ea them, as Lovers of Popery and Ar- 
bitrary Power, which was done to ren- 
der them odious to the Populace, 
whoſe weak Heads, the Emillaries of 
the Whigs and their Anceſtors, malici- 
oully and induſtriouſly intoxicated, by 
| D con- 
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continually . infuſing Fears and Jea- 
louſies, where there was hardly a Poſſi- 
bility of Danger, to hinder them from 
_ diſcovering the Pits, which that deſign- 
ing Faction were all the while digging 
under their Feet; and this has bee the 
real Difference for above a Century of 
Years; the Endeavours of one ny 
have been employ'd to ſupport the 
_ Conſtitution both in Church and State, 
and the other has been no leſs zealous 
to ſubvert them. 
Thus was the Conteſt carried on with 
various Succeſs through the Reigns of 
our Three firſt Monarchs of the Scottiſb 
Line: One of them was by thoſe Sons 
of Belial brought to the Block, the Go- 
vernment both in Church and State was 
intirely ſubverted, and the loyal Party, 
fora while, totally ſubdu'd: But in the 
next Reign, gathering Strength, all the 
Attacks of the oppoſite Faction fell up- 
on themſclves, their Plots and Conſpi- 
racies were fully detected, their Devi- 
ces confounded, and their Malice de- 
feated in ſuch a Manner, that King 
Charles the II had the Happineſs to ſee 
them at his Feet before he died; and 
after all the Attempts to break into the 
Succeſſion, and curtail the Prerogatives 


of 
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of the Crown, his Brother enter'd oa 


a full and peaceable Poſſeſſion of the 
Rights deſigned for him by the Laws 
of God and Man, and the Invafions 


which were ſoon after made to diſturb 


him, being ſo eaſily quell'd, ſeem'd to 
rivet him yet faſter on his Throne: 
And, undoubtedly, had he known how 
to diſtinguiſh his Friends from his Ene- 


mies, and had adher'd to thoſe who had 


not only put, but preſerv'd the Crown 
upon his Head, his Reign had ended as 
happily as it begun, and he had- made 
a Figure in our Hiſtories very different 
from that in which he now appears: But 
that unhappy Prince having ſome other 
Views, and making ſome Steps which 


excited the Jealouſy of thoſe who were 


as good Patriots as Subjects, it ſoon ap- 
pear'd with what Juſtice, or Colour, 
they had been charged with favourable 
Inclinations, either to Popery or Arbi- 
trary Power. The Proceedings of his Par- 
liament, where the Tor) Intereſt was 
{ſtronger than in any One that ever fat 
in England, ought , for ever to ſilence 
thoſe Calumnies: He could neither pre- 
vail with them to admit of a Standing 


Army, to continue his Popiſh Officers, 
or to allow a Toleration, which they 


S23 | thawglir 
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thought was deſign'd to ſtrengthen the 


Popiſh Cauſe ; and as they would not 
alter the Laws, they freely, tho' re- 
ſpectfully repreſented to him, what they 
thought of his diſpenſing with them by 
his own Power; yet to ſhew that this 
did not proceed from a Spirit of Perſe- 
cution, or Diſtruſt of the King, they 
rejected a Motion for an Addreſs to put 
the Laws in Execution againft Diſſen- 


ters, and reſolv'd to rely on his Maje- 


ſty's Promiſe, that he would preſerve 


the eſtabliſh'd Religion: But he find- 


ing the Parliament would not go his 
Lengths, parted from them in an ill Hu- 
mour, and turning ſhort upon his Loy- 
al Subjects, ſtruck in with the Diſſen- 
ters, they and the Papiſts were imme- 
diately in Mr. Baxter's Phraſe, like 
Two Sticks made One. How different 
were the Parts now play'd, the diſcou- 
raged Party preſerv'd the Reſpect due 


to the Perſon of their Sovereign, but 


would not give Way to any Invaſions 
on the Laws, quietly reſigning their 
Offices, when they could no longer act 
in them, with Honour to themſelves, 
and Juſtice to their Country ; the Cler- 
gy finding the Incroachments of the 
Papiſts, bravely. ſtood in the Gap, — 
did 


N Car) 


did not think that the King's Order con- 


. cerning Preachers, could diſpenſe with 
a their Duty to God, or thoſe committed to 

7 their Charge, they continued boldly to 
ö exert their Learning both in their Pulpits 
3 and with their Pens, againſt the Errors and 

. Superſtitions of the Church of Rome, 
7 and to warn their Flocks of their Dan- 
1 ger; nor did the Sufferings of Dr. Sharp 
— or the Biſhop of London deter the reſt of 
- that venerable Body, but rather con- 
e firm'd their Steadineſs and Reſolution. | 
| Flad all done thus, there had been no 
is Occaſion for a Revolution; for what can 
— T7 a King of England do of himſelf? And 
A when a Parliament meets, ill Miniſters 
1 are eaſily call'd to Account: But the 
* Whigs and Diſſenters had other Fiſh to 
e fry; it was a Change of Government 
3 which they wanted, and their Maſters 
— the Dutch, were to take Care, that Exg- 
1e land ſhould not grow to rich and pow- 
It erful by Peace and Commerce: To com- 
1s | paſs theſe great Ends, ſuch Treachery 
5 Hipocriſy and Villany was put in Pra- 
Xx | Qtice as could never be parallePd but by 
CL the ſame Party. How was that credu- 
— lous Prince abuſed, and put upon ſuch 
1e Meaſures, as they were ſure would ren- 


der him obnoxious to the People, whom 
oi | at 
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paſſed their Ends. | : 
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at the ſame Time they inflamed againſt 
the Reſult of their own pernicious 
Councils! To what a ſtupendious Pitch 
of Villany muſt thoſe Men be arriv'd, 


who could fawningly addreſs the King 
with Wiſhes that God Almighty had 


made Windows in their Breaſts, that 


he might ſee the Sincerity of their In- 


tentions, when at the ſame Time, they 


were contriving to turn him out of his 
Kingdoms! In order to which, as if God 
could alſo be deceiv'd, that Arch- 
Traitor Sund d, who perhaps 
thought there was no ſuch Being, and 

who was not before ſuſpected to be of 
any Religion, pretended a ſudden 


_ Converſion to that of his Prince, that 


by gaining a greater Credit with him, 
he might more eaſily work his Deſtru- 
tion. By theſe laudable Methods every 
Thing was in a ſhort Time brought 
into ſuch Confuſion, that the whole 


Nation, not ſeeing into the Bottom of 


the Deſign, and believing themſelves 


in a deſperate Condition, ſwallow*d 


the Preſcription for which they had 


been purpoſely made fick; and thus 


this worthy Faction once more com- 


To 
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To your great Grief, I ſuppoſe, (ſaid T) 
but with all your Pretence of public Spi- 
rit, ſurely, if you were ſo much a Lover of 
your Country as you would be thought, you 
would have paſsd over any ſmall Irreg ula- 
rities, which might poſſibly have been com- 
mitted to bring about the Revelution, con- 
ſidering the great Advantages which theſe 
Nations have receiv d from it. I cannot 
(reply'd he) be ſo much a Diſciple of 
the Jeſuits as to believe that we ought 
to do Evil that Good may come of it ; 
but, I confeſs, I cannot ſee the great 
Felicity of ſquandering an hundred and 
twenty Millions Sterling, to make our 
ſelves the Cudgels of our Allies, with- 
out any Proſpect of Advantage, but be- 
ing batter'd to the Stumps in their 
Service, of pouring out our Treaſures 
like Water to enrich our Neighbours _ 
Lands, and ſtopping the Courſe of 
Trade to turn it into Foreign Channels 
and ftarveour ſelves, or of being plun- 
der'd to raiſe ſome upſtart R-—s out of 
Obſcurity into a formidable Condition 
of Splendor and Opulence. But whether 
the Nation has yet receiv'd any Benefit 
from it or not, both we and our Poſte- 
rity may juſtly now expect to reap a 
very plentiful Harveſt of Bleſſings. = 
. | the 


E 
the preſent Settlement of the Croun on 
the Auguſt Family now in Poſſeſſion of 
it, Was one of the Effects of that Re vo- 
lution, which Heaven has made Uſe of 
as the Means to this glorious End, 1 
ſhall ſay with Lacan, 


Quod ſi non aliam venturo Fata NEROMNMI 
Invenere viam; Magnoq, æterna parantur 
Regna Deis ; Calumq; ſus ſervire Tonanti, 

Non niſi Sevorum potuit pot Bella Gigantum : 
Jam nihil O Super: querimur ſcelera ipſa nefaſq; 
Hac Mercede placent— — 


T told him, That tho T thought this too 
hard upon the Revolution, I was glad to 
hear he was ſo well affected to the Prote - 
ſtant Succeſſion ;, but that J hop'd he had 
foo much Juſtice to deny the Whigs to be 
undoubted Friends to his Majeſty, and his 
| Royal Iſſue ; and too much Modeſty to j uſti- 
fy the Carriage of the Tories, either to 
him, or his glorious Predeceſſor, Ring 
William, of immortal Memory; that 1 
thought the Tables were tarn'd, and if ever 
they ſhould hereafter accuſe the Whigs of 
Faction, or Sedition, they muſt expect 4 


Rowland for their Oliver; and that their 


late Tumults and Riots would be upon Re- 

cord againſt them, which I hop'd would for 

ever ſlop their Mouths on thoſe T opicks. 
Gently, 


£9 


Gently, Sir, I beſeech you, reply'd my 


Friend, let us proceed in Order: I doubt 


if we bring your Loyalty to theſe two 
Monarchs to the Touchſtone of Truth, 


it will be found merely Counterfeit, and 


that you ſerv'd them, only to ſerve your 
ſelves by them, and without any Re- 

ard to the Good of the Publick, or 
the true Intereſt of the Prince, who 
has been only made a Kind of Scaffold- 


ing ta raiſe your own Building. With 


what Fidelity and Diſintereſtedneſs 


your noble Chiefs, to whom you now 


pay Homage, ferv'd King William, is 
highly notorions: But that their Ra- 


pines and Plunders might be winked at, 


and to ſupport themſelves by a Party, 
they were willing to commute, by ob- 


liging the Diſſenters, at the Expence of 


the National Religion; and on the 
other Hand, to keep themſelves in Fa- 


vour, they:were no leſs ready to com- 


pliment the King with our Liberties, 
beth which it had lately colt the Nati- 
on ſo dear to maintain. The Diſſenters 
were encourag'd into Hopes of driving 
on here, as in Scotland; and on the 
Meeting of the Convention Parliament, 


a Bill was forthwith brought in, to 
take away the Teſt Act, which is the 


greateſt 


* 
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greateſt Bulwark of the Church of Eng- 
land, and againſt which, King James 
had made all his Efforts. Another Bill 
was alſo brought in, calPd, A Compre- 
henſion Bill, but intended to new model 
the Church of England, which with 
ſome other Proceedings, gave a juſt 
Alarm to the Members of that Cnurch; 
and tho' her genuine Sons were not 
then the ſtrongeſt Party in the Houſe 
of Commons, yet ſome others being 
unwilling to open themſelves by a Ne- 
gative, an Addreſs was agreed on, to 
thank the King for his Declaration, that 
he would maintain the Church of Eng- 
land, eſtabliſb'd by Law, which he had 
recover'd from Danger, with the Ha- 
Zzard of his Royal Perſon, adding, That 
the Doctrine and Practice of the Members 
of the Church of England, had evincd 
their Loyalty, beyond the Contr adiction of 
her moſt malicious Enemies, and that the 
Misfortunes of former Princes, could be 
attributed to nothing more, than their En- 
dea vours to ſubvert and diſable the Mem- 
bers thereof, from contributing to their 
Support aud Defence, They therefore 
pray'd his Majeſty, to continue his Care 
for the Preſervation of the ſame, whereby 
he would.' effettually eſtabliſh his Throne, 
„ | be | S by 
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by ſecuring the Hearts of his Subjedts, 
within theſe his Realms, who could no Way 
better ſbem their Zeal for his Service, 
than by a firm Adherence to that Church, 
which is beſt ſuited to the Support of this 
 Moxarchy. This noble Addreſs was not 
receiv'd by the King, without Surpriſe ; 
the Strength of the Diſſenting Intereſt 
had been vaitly magnify'd to him in 
England, as well as in Scotland; they 
know very well, that a Reputation of 
Strength, Riches, or Wiſdom, is often 
as ſerviceable as the Things themſelves, 
as was experienc'd in Scotland, where 
there are not, nor ever have been the 
ſtrongeſt Party ſince the Reſtoration 
of Charles the Second, which may 
be undeniably made appear; but no 
Wonder it is not generally believ'd, 
when the Noiſe, either of their Boaſts 
or Clamours have poſſeſs'd almoſt all 
our Neighbouring Nations, that in 
them conſiſts the greateſt Strength, even 
in this Part of Britain. This brisk Re- 
pulſe, put the King off from his Scenr ; 
he was not fo zealous in Matters of 
Religion, as to make them any Ob- 
ſtruction to his main Deſign, ſo that 
all he did afterwards, was by preferring 
ſuch Men, both in Church and State, 
_— whoſe 
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whoſe Indifference in thoſe Concerns, 
might at length produce the Effects, 
which could not be ſuddenly accom- 
pliſh'd; and thus the Tories ſav'd the 
Church of England from the Claws of 
Presbytery, as in the laſt Reign they 
had reſcu'd her from the Jaws of Po- 
per); but ſtill preſerv'd ſuch a Temper, 
as readily to come into an Act, for 
the Eaſe of Proteſtant Diſſenters, by ex- 
empting them from the Penalties of 
former Laws; under the Authorit 
of which Piece of Indulgence, theſe 
tender Conſcienc'd Gentlemen have 

ſince had the Modeſty to call them- 
ſelves the Church of Ergland, eſta- 
bliſhed by Law. Thus much as to the 
Affairs of Religion in that Reign. My 
Time will not permit me to take No- 
tice of the ſmaller Incidents, either in 
Parliament or Convocation, wherein 
the Parties were conſtantly diſtinguiſh- 
ed in the ſame Manner, one always 
picking at the Digues of the eſta- 
liſhed Religion, and the other always 
engeavouring to repair the Breaches. 
In Civil Affairs, the Tories ſerved. 
the King as far as was conſiſtent with 
the Honour and Intereſt of their Coun- 
try and the Liberties of their Fellow 
1 —_— 


8 
Subjects: They freely aſſiſted to carry 
on the War and ſupport the Credit of 
the Nation, and the Expences of the 
Civil Government, but could not pa- 
tiently look on and ſee the vaſt Sums 
given to thoſe Uſes, ſquander'd and 
miſapplied, or the Lands and Revenues 
of the Crown made a Prey to greedy 
Courtiers: They complied with every 
Thing to ſupport the King's Honour 
and true Intereſt, but they never pro- 
poſed how he might Rule by a ſtanding. 
Army without Parliaments: They could 
not approve of Diſpenſations with that 
great Barrier of our Liberties the Act 
of Habeas Corpus: They did not like 
Ads of Attainder, to oblige the Court 
by taking off obnoxious Heads, if they 
were not to be reach'd by the Common 
Forms of Law, nor Poſt Factum Laws 
to forfeit great Eſtates for ſmall Crimes, 
to gratify the Longing of a Favou- | 
rite: They were not for making more 
Breaches in the Courſe of Succeſſion 
than were abſolutely neceſſary, that the 
Government might carry a greater 
Air of an elective Monarchy, nor for 
running the Nation precipitately into a 
ſecond War at all Diſadvantages, while 
the Wounds of the firſt were ſtill bleed- 
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ing. Theſe were the Crimes of the 


Tories, and the Contraries of theſe 


were the Virtues of the Whigs in that 


Reign. King William was, in the 


Beginning of bis Reign, by old Engage- 
ments and Prejudices, inclined to 
the Latter, till he diſcover'd their 


Plunderings and Corruptions, their 
large Undertakings and weak Perfor- 


mances, and their Diſſervices both to 
him and their Conntry, which was 


| thereby made ſo uneaſy that it reflected 


on the King himſelf, who for theſe 
Reaſons was obliged tolay them by, 
and nothing could have brought them 


in again, but the King's ſtrong Pro- 


penſity to War, and the Dutch Intereſt 
ro plunge us once more into it, for 
which Work, theſe were thought the 
propereſt Tools. How both Parties 
behaved in the Reign of her late Ma- 
jeity, I ſhall here take no further No- 


tice than is neceſſary to my preſent 


Purpoſe; bur for a fuller Account of 
that, to the laſt Change of her Miniſtry, 


and alſo of the Behaviour of both Par- 


ties thro” the preceeding Reigns, ſhall 
refer you to a Book publiſh'd, ſome 


Time fince, and intituled, a Caveat 4- 


gainſt the Whigs, in tour Parts, and 
| when 
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when you have read, ſpeak as you find: 
neither ſhall There take upon me the Vin- 

dication of her laſt Miniſtry, not that I 
think it a difficult, but a needleſs Task. 

Their Works will praiſe them in the 
Gate, and tho? the Clouds of Faction 
obſcure their Merit at the preſent, it is 
hoped that the Truth will ſoon ſhine 
our, and the Scales fall from the Eyes 
of the preſent Age, that their Cha- 
racters may not wait for Juſtice from 
Poſterity. I believe you can't miſtake 
me. You would not imagine it I were 


praifing the Ads of the Apoſtles, that ! 


intended a Panegyrick upon Jadas. 


But as to all the Objections which have / 


been made againſt what was done un- 
der her Majeſty's Authority in the Four 
laſt Years of her Reign, they may eaſi- 
ly be reduc'd to Two Heads, the Ma- 
nagement of the Treaty of Peace, and 
the whimſical Stuff concerning the Pre- 


tender, both which, when they come 


to be examined, will be found Hoces & 
preterea Nihil, the empty Clamour of a 
reſtleſs Faction, who never could be 
pleaſed with any Thing but what they 

do themſelves, and never did any 
Thing but what muſt be diſpleaſing to 
every honeſt Briton. With what Front 


ol - 


can they tell us our Allies were de- 
ſerted, when if we look into the 
publick Acts and other Accounts re- 

lating to the Treaty and confider 
with what Openneſs and Frankneſs 
the Britiſh Court treated all her 
Allies, and on the other Hand, what 
Intrigues were carried on between a 
Faction here and ſeveral foreign Princes 
and Miniſters to oppoſe any Beginning 
of a Treaty, and when they fail'd in 
that, to baffle and obſtruct the Procee- 
dings in it, and as it were, to have im- 
preſs'd us into a foreign Service during 
their good Pleaſure, we ſhall wonder 
at the Temper and Firmneſs of the 
Queen and her Miniſters, that what 
theſe clamorous Wretches unjuſtly com- 

plain of was not really done, and that 

notwithſtanding all the Obſtructions 

and Provocations which her Majeſty 
and thoſe who manag'd that Treaty, 

met with, they ſhould perfiſt to procure 
ſuch Terms for all Parties, as were ei- 
ther poſſible or reaſonable, and better 
than the ungrateſul Carriage of ſome 
of them deſerv'd. How can a Briton 
exclaim againſt that as a bad Peace, by 
which, more was granted to his Coun- 
try than was ſo much as demanded — 
| | the 
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the famous Preliminaries Two Years 
before, when the Affairs of the French 
King were by Sword and Famine re- 
duc'd to fo low a Condition, that our 
Blood-Suckers and War-Drivers were 
afraid he would have yielded all they 
could ask ; and if ſome bf our Allies had 
not ſo much as they expected, why did 
they not make uſe of that fair Oppor- 
tunity, or why did they afcerwards en- 
ter on ſuch croſs-grain'd imprudent 
Meaſures as were likely to diſſolve the 
Treaties of Alliance, as well as the I rea- 

ty of Peace, and have render'd a War as 
N impracticable is a Peace unattainable, 
unleſs we had ſubmitted to ſuch Terms 

as muſt have nail'd us to the Chariot 
Wheels of a Confederacy. When theſe 
Things are look'd into and duly conſi- 
der'd, it will be found that thoſe who 

manag'd that Treaty on the Part of 
Great- Britain deſerve Statues from the 
Publick, inſtead of Cenſure; and then it 
will be eaſily judg'd what thoſe deſerve 
whoa raiſed Objections againſt it, to hin- 
der us from reaping the Advantages of 
it, and to hurry us into the Calamities 
of a new War. The other Noiſe about 
the Pretender was not raiſed without as 
bad, or worſe Deſigns: When your 


Leaders found they could neither run 
'F "© © an. 
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down the Publick Credit, nor obſtruct 
the Peace, and thereby force the Queen 
to a Change of Meaſures, and having 
no Reaſon to think ſhe would volunta- 
rily again put her ſelf and the Govern- 
ment into the Hands of thoſe who had 
lately uſed both fo ill, they then re- 
new'd their Applications to -another 
Court, to ingratiate themſelves, and 
ſecure a better Proſpect in the next 
Reign; but conſidering the extra- 
ordinary Induſtry / more than com- 
mon, even to your own reſtleſs Party) 
which was then uſed to infuſe Jealouſies 
and Diſcontents both here and Abroad; 
it is to be feared there was ſomething 
more in Agitation than meerly to fore- 
ſtall the Market of Preferment. I 
would nor think you worſe than you 
really are, and therefore I cannot but 
wiſh for your own Sakes, that your 
Impatience to take Poſſeſſion did not 
bring blacker Work upon the Anvil, 
and thoſe Heats were not blown up 
with Deſign to ſtrike while the Iron 
was hot. Whether the Death of her 
_ Majeſty hinder'd the finiſhing of the 
Project, or was made a ſhorter and a 
ſafer Way to anſwer the Ends of it, 
which otherwiſe might have coſt the 
Undertakers too dear, I ſhall not deter- 
£ 2 1 mine; 


(35) 

mine; but your ſeditious Carriage to 
that good Lady, whilſt living; the Ma- 
lice and Contempt where with you have 
trampled on her A ſnes, ſince her Death; 
your Hereditary Reſpect for that Fami- 
. your avow'd Principles and former 

ractices; the Lies and Stories daily 
raiſed, juſt as in the memorable Year 


1688; the pretended Danger of the Suc- 


ceſſion and the Proteſtant Religion, 


under all the real Securities which could 


be deſired; the myſterious Journey of a 
certain Monarch into Holand ; the un- 
ſeaſonable Urgency of the D. of M—— 
for his Return Home; and the Encou- 
ragement given to it here; and his ridi- 
culous Triumph at his Entrance; and 
laſtly, the much fairer Pretence which 
the Dutch had to interfere in our Affairs 
and aſſiſt their Correſpondents, than 
they had in the former Revolution, 


when there was no Barrier Treaty to 
colour an Invaſion of that Kind, but the 
ſtrongeſt Stipulations to the Contra- 
Try : All theſe Circumſtances being 


laid together, it will not out of my 


Head, but that the ſame Game was to 
be plaid over again. But whether upon 


the indifferent Proſpe& of Succeſs, by 
the Deafneſs of the People to all your 


howling; and their perfect Eaſe and Se- 


curity 


- CJ 
curity under her Majeſty” Government, 
a Courſe ſtill more impious was not ta- 
ken, to make ſure Work, there is great 
Reaſon to ſuſpect. It is very well known, 
that the Queen had for ſome Time 
enjoy'd a better State of Health than 
ſhe was uſually bleſs'd with, yet at 
that Time, a very ſhort Period Was ſet 
to the Continuance of her Life, by ſe. 
veral Whigs and Diſſenters, who pre- 
ſum'd in a Manner, to pals Sentence of 
Death upon her, nor are there want- 
ing ſeveral other pregnant Sufpicions of 
foul Play; and as it is certain, that too 
many among you wiſh'd for her Death, 
and rejoice at it, tis as certain, that 
ſome of you will ſtick at Nothing to 
compaſs your Peſires; but whether ſhe 
went, or was ſent off the Stage, ou 
cannot help owning it was dane, juſt in 
the Nick, as if cn Purpoſe, to make 
Room for you to go on with your Plot. 
By the fofc'd Smile on your Pace, and 
the ſhaking of your Head, you ſeem to 
think that this is only Notion; and 
doubtleſs, if there was any ſuch Purpoſe, 
you and many more may be ignorant 
of ir ; thoſe Plots are not to be open'd till 
the laſt Act, but I can ſhew you ſome 
other Steps leading to 'the Revolution, 
and match them fo exactly, that 0 
mu 


LL NAME 
muſt confefs they lead the fame Way. 
The Cry of Popery was as loud in one 
as the other, and Books and Pamphlets 


were daily publiſhed to render it ridi- 
culous or terrible, according to the Ge- 


nius of the Writer. A certain R. R. R. 
deeply concern'd in the Secret of Revo- 


lution Intrigues, made it his Buſineſs to 


fright the poor Children out of their 
Wits, with the Scare-crow of Popery, in 


his uncharitable ſeditious Charity-Ser- 
mons, and pretended to ſo fagacious a 


Noſe, that he could plainly ſmell the 
Fires rekindling to Spitchcook Prote- 


ſtants, not without much Concern for 
his own dear greaſy Carcaſs : A Brother 
of his remembring what Service Doctor 
 Wake's Tranſlation of the Miracles of 
the Hoſt had formerly done, thought 
that the Life of St. Winifred muſt needs 
be a very uſeful Treatiſe. Facetious 


Dick St--le put on a grave Countenance, 


as it became him in ſuch a Time of Dan- 
ger, and out of great Love either to his 
Country or to 50000 half Crowns, with 


which the Expectations of his Party had 


.encouraged his pious Undertaking, he 
ſounds a Charge upon the Government 
in a ſcandalous Pamphlet, publiſhed to 
alarm the People with Apprehenſions 


thattheir Lives, Liberties and Religion 
rg abate 


: E 
were all at the very CRISIS of Deſtru- 
- Qtion ; but the People being perfectly : 
eaſy, and the Dulneſs of the Book being 
equal to the Malice of the Title, this 
Fougade went off without any Damage, 
not ſo much as ſinging. the Fingers of 
any but his. wiſe and well diſpoſed Sub- 
ſcribers: But beſides this and ſome other 
of his Labours, for which he did not 
receive quite due Correction, Richard 
being well read in theSex, and knowing 
what Power the good Women have 
over their Husbands, addreſs'd him- 
ſelf particularly to the Parſons Wives, 
. pathetically repreſenting over and over, 
what a terible Thing it would be, to 
be rob'd of their dear Spouſes, to be 
turn'd off with the Scandal of Strum- 
pets, and their Children to be illegiti- 
mated,ifthis would not work, it's ſtrange. 
-Another, at the End of a tedious Decla- 
mation, ſwell'd to five Shillings Price, 
ſpeaks with great Confidence of a hap- 
py approaching Deliverance, as he calls 
it ; a third, (under the Name of Brittan- 
nus Still) abuſes a Text of Scripture in 
his Title Page, He that hath not a Sword 
let him ſell his Garment, and bay one, and 
what ſhould they do but make uſe of 
it, if their Throats were in Danger? 
as the Drift of his Pamphlet oe 
make 


(39) 
make 'em believe. We were equally 
terrify'd with French Leagues and In- 
vaſions, in both theſe Undertakings; 
in the former, Poriſmouth was to be 
ſurrender'd to them, and in the latter, 
honeſt Johnny Gibſon was frighted with 
a prodigious Embarcation in Nabibas, 
deſign'd againſt it, and Dwuzkirk was 
to be given up undemoliſh'd. How . 

often has Lord Proteus bragg'd of the 


great Service done by his Ballad of 


Lilliburlero? And had we not a Second 
Part to the ſame Tune, with a much 
more intelligible Chorus ? 


Over, over, ir over, © 1 
Haſte to relieve the Church and the State; 
Haſte over Hr, as ſoon as you can over, 
Put in your Claim, before tis too late. 


Could all theſe Revolution Practices 
be intended for Nothing, by Men of 
Revolution Principles? However I hope 
they are miſtaken, who fancy, that if 
the Bear's Skin had not been ſhared, be- 
fore he was hunted down, it could: not 
have been ſo readily divided after- 
Wards; and that the large Sums, as 

well as Employments, given to ſome 
great Men might, be Debts, by Con- 
tract, rather than Grants of Favour. 
Oe For 


q t 
4 ll 


For my Part, I think there lies a ſtrong 
Objection againſt theſe Suſpicions , 
which is the known Integrity, Honour 
and Juſtice of the Prince, whom the 
Law had appointed to ſucceed the 
Queen. I am fully ſatisfy'd, that he 
was utterly incapable of the leaſt Step 
towards the Throne, by any indirect 
Way, or to take Poſſeſſion of it, be- 
fore his due Time: His Motto, In recto 
Decus, proves him highly ſenſible, that 
there can be no true Greatneſs, without 
Juſtice, and that a Crown acquired at 
the Expence of Honour and Conſci- 
ence, is not a Mark of Glory, bat 4 
Brand of Infamy , on the Forehead o 
him who wears it, But if he could 
have been perſuaded by the Artifices 
of your Party, that ſo fair a Succeſſion 
had been really in Danger, they would 
not have been wanting, either in pro- 
poſing, or juſtifying Methods to ſecure 
it; and when extraordinary Courſes 
are once begun, no Man knows where 
they may end; unforeſeen Accidents, 
or Opportunities, may produce a .Con- 
cluſion,quite different from what was at 
firſt intended. But whatever Notions. 
the Leaders of your Faction had in their 
Headsxertainly,if they had been hir'd to 
ruin the Intereſt they pretended to ſup- 
| | -- Part, 


ie.” 
ä ; 
port, there had been no Method fo 
feaſible, as kindling Jealouſies, and 
blowing the Coals of Diviſion, between 
the Poſſeſſor of the Throne, and her 
appointed Succeſſor; nor could they 
have taken any Courſe, which more 
expos'd thetnſelves and their Followers 
to Deſtruftiod, The Queen was ge- 
nerally well belov'd, and repeated Pro- 
vocations will ſour the ſweeteſt Tem- 
pers; ſo that had the Miſunderſtandings 
they fomented, been brought to ſuch a a 
Criſis, as would no longer have admit- 
ted of common Forms, it makes me 
tremble, when I think what might 
have been the Conſequences ; the worlt 
of what was pretended to be fear'd, 
might have been the beſt, Which in 
ſuch a Caſe could have been expected, 
and whether Advances were not made 
beyond a Poſſibility of Retreat, there 
may be Room to Queſtion. Z 
But the Death of that ever memo- 
rable Queen, has put an End to theſe 
Speculations, and his Majeſty is, to your 
great Diſappointment, peaceably and 
happily ſeated on his Throne, by thoſe 
very Men, whom your Party falſely 
repreſented as his Enemies, which, if a 
Whig could bluſh, would dye their Fa- 
ces with the deepeſt Scarlet of Confu- 
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ſion; but they ſcorn to be aſham'd, 
like Catiline they ſtill go on; the II 


they have done cannot be ſafe, but by 


committing greater; and the Memory 
of old Injuries is to be cover'd by new. 
It is our very great Misfortune, that his 
Majeſty is ſo much a Stranger, that 
the Miſrepreſentations of a Faction can 
make any Impreſſions capable of pro- 

ducing the Effects, which we have {zen 
with Wonder, equal to our Concern, 
and ſo contrary from what it was rea- 
ſonable ro expect from his Majeſty's 
known Wiſdom and Juſtice. We muſt 


acknowledge with the grave Serjeants, 


who were laſt called to that Honour, in 
the Law, that what we have ſeen was 


in Truth plus quam expectavimus. 


I had with much Patience let the good 
Man run on in his long Harangae, but 


here I could not forbear cutting him ſhort ;; 
I told him, I ſuppoſed that his Friends ex- 


pe ſted to rule the Roaſt as they had done; 
but if they were diſappointed, that ought 
not to put the whole Party out of Humour; 
that certainly the Rig might have as much 
Liberty as 4 private Gentleman in the 
(Choice of his own Servants; but pray, ſaid 


I, why do you call his Majeſty's peaceable 
Poſſalſion of his Throne a Diſappointment 


10 us; an unexpected Happineſs deſerves 
A4̃not her 


7 THE 

another Name; we were indeed in Fear of 
the Pretender, and thought his Intereſt, 
bot h here and abroad, ſtronger than it ſeems 
it really was, and this is the true Meanin 
of the Serjeants Motto; we did apprehend 
thefe would have been Oppoſition. = 
If One of your Leaders (ſays he) 
could have told me ſo without laugh- 
ing, I ſhould have thought him the grea- 
ter Raſcal; whatever you fear'd, they 
hop'd it, they wanted it for a Founda- 
tion; it was by repreſenting the King's 
beſt Friends as his Enemies, that they 
had ſecured the Reverſion of their Em- 
ployments, and the leaſt Diſturbance of 
that Kind would have done em great 
Service, for Want of which, they have 
been put to a pitiful Shift ro provoke the 
Chureh-Party into Reſentments, and 
the Populace into Riots, to which they 
gave the Title of Rebellions, in hopes 
to ſerve their Purpoſe two Ways, by 


charging the whole Party as Enemies, 
to diſcourage them at Court, and by 
treating them as ſuch, to awe them in 
the Country; and thus, as they got in- 
to Power, they hoped to ſecure it; but 
I am apt to believe, this Trick has open- 
ed the Eyes of all Mankind to ſuch a 
Degree, that the Briſtol Expedition, and 
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'T may ride the Elephant if 


1 


the other Proceedin s in the like Mat- 


ters, will hardly anſwer the Expenee. 
But, if the Country ſeems uneaſy, it 
is not on the Account of any particular 
Perſons being put out of Employment; 
there are doubtleſs many others very ca- 


pable of ſerving their King and their 


Country; and I hope, tho' it was hard- 
ly to be allow'd Four Years ago, that 
there is not now One Man, either W hig, 
or Tory, that will deny that a King, or 


Queen, of Britain, may employ who» 


ever they think fit, within the Limits 
of legal Qualifications. But if this is 


all you have to ſay, you cannot offer a 
greater Affront to his Majeſty, Star. pro 


Ratione Voluntas, is a Motto he would 
ſcorn as much as that which your 


Friends had invented for his Corona- 


tion Medal; is it fo much as 4 tolerable 
Excuſe, even in private Affairs, that 
Men may do ſo, or ſo, if the e pleaſe, 

pleaſe, 
as Dorimant ſays in the Play, but would 
that prove me the wiſer an for fo do- 
ing; our Reaſon, not our Will, ought 
to be the Rule of our Actions, and no 
Man, not under a total Abſence of 


Thought, deſerts this Rule, but when 
he is miſled by falſe Appearances, or 
drawn aſide by a W 8850 of Paſe 


' ſion. 
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ſion. There is no doubt therefore, but 
that ſo wiſe a Prince as we are now 
bleſſed with, do's not ſo much conſider 
what he may do by the Extent of his 
Prerogative (which is always weaken'd 
by ſtretching) as what Juſtice requires, 
what in Prudence is adviſable, and 
what may conduce to the Honour, In- 
tereſt and Safety of himſelf and his Peo- 
ple. But the wiſeſt of Kings are but 
Men, and if the wiſeſt Men are liable 
to great and fatal Errors in the narrow 
Channels of private Life, how difficult 
muſt it be to ſteer a right Courſe in the 
wide turbulent Ocean of publick Go- 
vernment. If our pwn Senſes often 
impoſe on our Underſtandings, thoſe 
who are obliged to rely not only on the 
ſenſitive Organs, but on the Judgmeats 
and Honeſty of other Men, may eaſily 
be led into Miſtakes. This has been 
the Misfortune of his Majeſty's Prede- 
ceſſors,altho! ſome of them were far from 
wanting Genius and Capacity,and being 
born anq educated among us,had theAd- 
vantage of a good Inſight into the Inte- 
reſts and Tempers of the People in ge- 
neral, and a full View: of the Characters 
of Men and Families, before they came 
to the Exerciſe of Government : Wherg- 
as it is to be fear d, his Majeſty ** vet 
1 33 . EE | een 
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ſeen but one Side of the Picture, and 
that Profile not truly drawn, but accor- 
ding to the Painter's Humour, made to 
reſemble an Angel or a Devil ; by which 
Dawbing, thoſe Countenances may be 
recommended as Ornaments to a Royal 


16 3 Palace,which would better become hang- 
11 ing in another Place; and no others being 
116 ſuffer'd to appear, that the Cheat may 
TRA not be diſcover'd, Beauty may be explo- 
1 ded, and Deformity come in Faſhion. If 
Abt if any are now diſcontented, it is upon 
i this Score; the greateſt Number of 
11 thoſe who ſeem apprehenſive of the pre- 
118 ſent Management, are amongſt the 
107 honeſt Country Gentlemen and Yeo- 
„ manry, wao lie quite out of the Way 
| Bibi, of Court Preferments. Theſe would 
10 hardly trouble their Heads about the 
1 Diſpoſal of Offices there, if the Effects 
1 of it were likely to be confined within 
1 that Circle; but when Loyalty becomes 
wo! a Crime, and an honeſt Zeal for the 
N Eſtabliſhment in Church and State, is 


eſteem'd a Diſqualification; when not 
only all the Poſts of Honour and Profit 
are divided like the Shares of a Prize 
among the bold Captors, but even Of- 
fices of Trouble and Burden, are zea- 
louſly courted and bribed for; when all 
Methods fair and foul are every where 

taken, 
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leaſt able to bear undeſerved Suſpicions 


3 
taken, to exclude every Man who has 
ever ſhewn any Concern or Care for 
the eftabliſh'd Religion, or ſo much as 
acted in Concert with any ſuch, from 
all Offices or Preheminences both in 


the Counties and Corporations, and 


the leaſt Share in the Civil Government 


or Legiſlature; when the Royal Max- 


im, which you introduc'd in the Begin- 
ning of this Conference, and which 
rightly uſed, is at once an Ornament and 


Support of Government, does by its 


preſent Application, and by the Extent 
and Univerſality of theſe Changes, ſeem 
to reflect an Imputation upon the beſt 
and greateſt Part of the Kingdom ; can 
they, think you, fit down unconcern'd ? 


But more eſpecially when they have 
Reaſon to apprehend that the RefleQi- 


ons caſt on their Perſons and Principles 
are intended as Preliminaries to ſome 


Work, which, if we may judge of the 


Tools, is not likely to be advantageous 
either to their Sovereign, their Country, 
or their Religion. Can they carele(] 

and baſely abandon all theſe, and yielil 
up every Thing that is dear to them, 


together with themſelves, a willing Sa- 


crifice to their Adverſaries. 
The moſt generous Natures are the 


Or 


8 
" by 
A — 
= — - a d 1 
4 * 4 £ 
— — &r * 2 
= — — 1 * Ea * : 
. IS —— — bs - 
r 1 JRL N — — Es = — 
N a n . —— 2 x — — 
— 0 — - : 
— 4 — — A — — 
— — — þ —— 
- * - : — _— 
M a — & of 2 — —— 2 


my 
Ne 2 
RIG re xt a — ar 
3 2 — 


te GI — 
—— — — ——— * 22 
4 —— 5 * 
E — — A 2ꝙů=2 · 5 — 


"Romo 
JS by 
— <3 2 


Y 
: 


? 
[2 
1 
7 


1 
} * 
' 11 
J 4 
IR ©; 
+ 7-18 
We | 
1 
— 1 
5 
1 
77 
1 
1 
5 1 A 
1 
42 +-#Þ 
Few) 
_ 
— 0 
1 
. . 
17 
With. 
" 
14 + 
7 * 
34 
+ * 
* 


(43) 


or Cenſures, and therefore the preſent 


pointing of that excellent Maxim, latel 

mention'd, cannot but fill thoſe Hearts 
with Grief which are conſcious to them. 
ſelves and their Owners, that they a- 
bound with the trueſt Affections to his 
Majeſty, of which they have always gi- 
ven the moſt undeniable and convin- 
cing Proofs ; if they find themſelves in 
ſuch unhappy Circumſtances, they hope 
they may be permitted to vindicate their 
Honour, leſt the World ſhould think 


they cannot, and Silence ſhould be ta- 


ken for Confeſſion. But were there no 
Need of Vindication, it can certainly be 
no criminal Emulation, to contend who 
are moſt worthy of his Majeſty's good 


Opinion and Favour, and beſt deſerve 


'the Title of his trueſt Friends and moſt 
faithful Subjects. We wiſh that this 


was the only Strife between the Two 


Parties, into which we are now ſo un- 
happily divided. 
As the inward Affections are beſt dif- 


cern'd by outward Actions, if we look 


back into the real Services which each 
Party hath done for his Majeſty, and the 
Intereſt of his Family, any indifferent 
Judge will ealily decide this Queſtion, 
when it appears that the Settlement of 
the Succeffron of the Crown in that il- 
| „ luſtrious 


d 

luſtrious Houſe; was the Work of a 
Tory Parliament, of that very Tory 
Parliament which was Libel'd with 
Black Liſts, Legion Letters, and ſawcy 
Petitions, perhaps upon that Ac- 
count, as much as any other, becauſe 


it prevented thoſe Confuſions, out of 


which, probably, the Golden Calf of a 
Republick was to have been Caſt : They 
did not indeed go into a like Propoſal in 
the Beginning of that Reign, when the 
Succeſſion was doubly Guarded, and 
when the advancing ſuch a Projeck 
ſeem'd to have no good Deſigns. But 
after the Death of the Duke of Glouce- 
ſter, the Security of our Liberties and 
Religion, ſeem'd to depend on one Life, 


after the King then Reigning, neither 


of which was favour'd with a Conſti- 
tution of Body, which promis'd a long 


Duration, and the threatning Cloud of 
a new War hanging over our Heads, 
which might have brought us into the 
utmoſt Confuſion, had we been de- 
priv'd of thoſe Two, when fo engag d 
and unprovided, it was the firſt Care 


of that honeſt Parliament, to ſecure our 
Peace and Happineſs, by a further Li- 
mitation of the Crown, on the next 
Proteſtant Heirs ; for the further Secu- 
rity of which Succeſſion, they have 
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4 
ever ſince promoted every Thing, which 
they thought added any real Strength 
to it, and often join'd in ſuch Propo- 
fals, as were more in viduous than ne- 
ceſſary; for notwithſtanding this Set- 
tlement was their own Deed, their Ene- 


mies have ſtill had the Front to aſperſe 


them with a Diſaffection to it, and to 
raiſe Arguments for their groundleſs 


Pretences, to oppoſe thoſe very Acts, 


without which, all that had been done 
before, to fecure the Proteſtant Succeſ- 


ſion, had poſſibly been fruſtrated ; I 


mean the late Treaties of Peace. 1 
confeſs, had the Succeſſion been neg- 
lected, and wilfully omitted at Utrecht, 
as it was by the good Proteſtant Mana- 
gers at N/ wich, where the French King 
was oblig*d no further than to own the 
then Poſſeſſor of the Crown, there had 


been Room enough to raiſe ObjeRi- 


ons : But when by the Peace it ſelf, the 


Hopes of the Pretender and his few 


Friends were cut off, by preventing any 


Foreign Encouragement, and when b 


the Terms of it, the Kings, both of 


France and Spain, were firmly oblig'd 


to Renounce the Intereſt of the Pre- 
tender, and to acknowledge the Parlia- 


- mentary Settlement of the Succeſſion, 


how 


. 
how can they, who manag'd theſe 
Treaties, be cenſur'd on this Head ? 
Could the Clamours and Oppoſition of 
the Whigs have prevented the Peace, 
and forc*'d us back into the Miſeries of 
a ruinous unequal Land War, had not 
our Enemies been at Liberty to take 
ſuch Meaſures, as were moſt likely to 
Diſtreſs and Ruin theſe Kingdoms, 
which they eſteem'd the Head of the 
Confedaracy; and on the Death of the 
Queen, had the terrible Chevalier the 
roth Part of the Intereſt which they pre- 
tend, could Ten or Twenty Thouſand 
Mien have been better beſtow'd for that 
Purpoſe, than by being landed on 
ſome Part of theſe Iſlands, to bring the 
War we were ſo fond of, Home to our 
own Doors. On the other Hand, if our 
Allies had feat another Army to our 
Aſſiſtance, and freſh Supplies had been 
ſtill pour'd in on each Side, in what a 
happy State had we been, when our 
Country had been the Seat of War, 
our Goods rhe Spoil of Foreigners, and 
our Selves the Deriſion of all the World? 
It mult be allow'd, after all the Excep- 
tions which have been rais'd againſt the 
Peace, that thereby theſe Miſchiefs 
have been prevented, and the Way 
ä . «ö; 
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pav'd for his Majeſty's Paſſage, into an 
undiſturb'd Poſſeſſion of his Throne, 
which is ſufficient to attone for all its 
pretended Defetts. . 
What the ſame Party did on the un- 
happy Occafion of the Death of the 


late Queen, has ſhewn the higheſt Per- 


ſeverance in the ſame Sentiments; not- 
withſtanding all the R ubs they met with 
in the Way. It was indeed but Juſt that 
the ſame Hands which had begun, and 
carried on that great Work, ſhould 


have the Honour of giving the finiſh- 
ing Stroke. Without Delay therefore, 


the King was unanimouſly + and 
heartily proclaim'd; the Parliament 
was no ſooner aſſembled, but they re- 
ſolv'd to ſupport the Publick Credit, 
and ſettl'd a Revenue on his Majeſty, 
equal to any of his Royal Predeceſſors, 
and ſuitable to his high Rank, and 
their Expreſhons of Zeal and Loyalty ; 
and all this with fo much Expedition, 
that rhe News of one, follow'd at the 
Heels of the other ſo cloſe, that his 
Majeſty was ſcarce well inform'd, that 
he was King of Great Britain, before 
he had Notice, what Proviſion was made 
for the Maintenance of that Dignity. 
I ſee (ſaid he) you are big with 
ſomething, of which you want to un- 
1 burthen 


- 083) 
burthen your ſelf; but I ſhall prevent 
you, and at the fame Time pive you 
Eaſe, and I hope Satisfaction; it is | 
urged as a wonderful Crime in the | 
Tories, that in the firſt Seſſion of the | 
laſt Parliament, they did not fall 
in with the Motion for inviting 
over the Duke of Cambridge, and 
this, forſooth, is to be look'd on as 
a great Mark of Diſaffectioa, which 
duly weigh'd, will appear directly con- 
trary; for tho' it was indeed, to have 
been hop'd, that his Royal Highneſs 
had too much Temper and Prudence, 
to have been drawn by the Party 
1 which propoſed that Invitation, into 
gany Meaſures, contrary to thoſe of her 
Majeſty; yet it was plain, that Party 
thought to ſtrengthen themſelves in 
their Efforts againft the Queen and her 
Miniſters, by putting him at their 
Head, ſo that there was but too much 
| Reaſon to fear, that his coming over 
at that Time, might not only endanger : 
the Peace of the Kingdom, but the Suc- * | 
ceſſion its ſelf. = 
But if we look back a little further, 
we ſhall find there was a Time, when a 
like Motion was made by the Tories, 
in the Behalf of the Princeſs Sophia, 
which was rejected by the Whigs, with 
— | much 
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much more Contempt, than was 'con- 
ſiſtent with their pretended Regard to 
that Family: That Princeſs had ex- 
preſs'd her Willingneſs to come over, 
if the Parliament thought it for the 
Good of the Kingdom, and if it could 
be done in ſuch a Manner, as would 
make her coming agreeable to the 
Queen (which I think, was a Circum- 
ſtance not much conſider'd in the latter 
Caſe) Sir Rowland Gwyn, being then in 
the Hanover Court, and not as it ſeems 
in the Secret here, was amaz'd at this 

Proceeding, he wonder'd to find his 
Friends act ſo contrary to their former 
Opinions, and could not imagine, that 
thoſe who ſpoke againſt her, were her 
Friends, or thoſe who ſpoke for her, 
were Enemies; upon which, he writes 
a long expoſtulating Letter to the Earl 
of Stamford; but ſo great a Reſpect had 
they for the Miſtreſs, that this Letter 
of the Servant, undoubtedly not writ 
without her Privity, was burnt, as a 
Libel, by the Hands of the Common 
Hangman, and ſo much farther reſent- 
ed, that one who vindicated the Letter 
in Print, was proſecuted; and the Lord 
Hallifax going over ſoon after, Ambaſ- 
ſador to that Court, Sir Rowland Gwyn 

was 


CCC 
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was not ſuffer'd to appear, but ſent out 


of the Way, to remain at Hamburg, 
during that Lord's Continuance there; 


and how they baffled another Motion, 


of the ſame Nature, by a bantring Ad- 
drels, is well enough known. 
The Honefty of this Party, and the 


Sincerity of their Affections to that 
_ Houſe, will further appear, when we 
_ conſider that theſe Nations were then 
deeply engag'din a War, againſt Princes 


who own'd the Title and ſupported the 
Intereſt of one, who pretended a Right 
to our Monarchy. The Scots, naturally 
iaclin'd to France, were generally in- 


flam'd, and had newly pafs'd an At 
Excluſion, againſt the Succeſſor to the 


Crown of England, unleſs, that during 


| 


her Majeſty's Eife, ſuch Conceſſions - 


were made, as could not be done with- 


out our Ruin; and to back this Excluſi- 
on, their People were arm'd and month- 
ly diſciplin'd ; yer the Whigs could then 


ſee no Danger in all this, to the Pro- 


teſtant Succeſſion; but afterwards, 


when that Succeſſion was further ſe- 


cured by Law, acknowledg'd by all Eu- 


rope, and no Hopes left to its Rival, 


either of Foreign Succour, er Dome- 
ſtic Attempts in his Favour, and when 
. ber 


TE. 
her Majeſty her ſelf offer'd to come 
zealouſly into any' Propoſal, which 
could further contribute to its Securi- 
ty (provided that it did not derogate 
from her Dignity) The World was 
then alarm'd with perpetual Cries, as 
if it was then moſt in Danger, and all 
thoſe who could ſee no Reaſon for this 
Noiſe, and would not run all the wild 
Lengths of that deſigning Faction, 
were branded as diſaffected, for oppo- 
ſing their Attempts to force the Queen 
oppreſs her Servants, and ruin the 
Peace of the Kingdom. In ſhort, the 
whole Carriage of the Tories in the Af- 
fair of the Succeſſion, as in all other 
Things, has always been ſuch, as was 
conſiſtent with the Peace and Welfare 
of the Nation, the Security of the 
Church of England, and their Duty to 
the Poſſeſſor of the Throne. They 
made the Settlement, but were againſt 
its taking Place before its due Time; 
they promoted every thing which 
could really ſecure it, but oppos'd 
thoſe Projects, which under that Co- 
lour, would have hazarded the pub- 
lick Peace, and the Succeſſion it ſelf; 
they did nor for their own Intereſt 
make their Court to the Succeſſor, - | 
the 
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the Expence of their Loyalty, but pre- 
ſerv'd their Allegiance to the Queen en- 
tire, during her Life, and when ſhe. 
was no more, tranſmitted it entire to 
her Succeſſor with the ſame Zeal and 
Loyalty. . 
Did his Majeſty ſee all theſe Things 
in a true Light, do you imagine his 
own — would not inform him, 
that thoſe who had always ſupported 
the juſt Authority of the Crown, and 
been loyal and faithful to his Predeceſ- 
ſors, were more likely to be good and 
faithful Servants, than they whe had 
betray'd their Princes, and preach'd 
and practis'd Reſiſtance ? That to ſet- 
tle the Crown upon his Family and 
ſecure his peaceable Poſſeſſion of it with 
the Revenues belonging to it, were 
greater Proofs of true Affection than 
large Pretences and infatiable Cravings; 
that the Intereſt of his Kingdoms being 
twiſted with his own, thoſe were his 
| beſt Friends, who were the beſt friends 
to their Country: And laſtly, That 
thoſe who were moſt zealouſly affected 
to the Church eſtabliſh'd by Law, of 
which his Majeſty is now the Head, 
and with which he and all his Succeſ- 
ſors are, by the Conditions of their 4 


tle, obliged to join in Communion, 
were fitteſt to be choſen to aſſiſt him in 
the Defence of it; and that the Employ- 
ing Men of a contrary Stamp would be 
little better than ſetting Wolves to keep 
the Sheep. . 
At this Rate my Neighbour run on, as 
if he had been an Exception to the Com- 
plaints of his Friends, and had a Patent 
to monopolize the Uſe of Talking, which 
I could not allow, ana therefore was reſolv- 
ed to come in for a Share. I told him, not 
without ſome Emotion, that I found what 
he was driving at; that I could not endure 
this threadbare Cant of the Churches Dan- 
ger; that the Revival of it, at this Time, 
to create Jealouſies and Apprehenſions, did 
bat ill ſuit with their pretended Affection 
and Loyalty to the Ring; that they ought 
to reſt ſatisfied with his Majeſty's Oaths, 
Declarations and Profeſſions ; that all who 
were employd in public Stations, were 
Members of that Church, and obliged to 
qualify themſelves by the higheſt Act of 
Communion with it, and therefore it mas 
abſurd to think they could act contrary to 
the Intereſt of the Religion which they pro- 
feſs'd, and the Church of which they were 
Members, which would be a Rind of politi- 
cal Self. Murder, not to be committed by 
| any 
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any Man in his Senſes; that T hoped no 
good Subject had any Reaſon to be uneaſy 
at any Thing his Majeſly had done, eſpeci- 
ally any of thoſe who had made ſuch a Noiſe 
in the World with their Paſſive Doctrines; 
that this would renew the Scandal tbroms 
upon their Church at the Revolution; that 
her boaſted Obedience would laſt no long er 
than the Court Sun-ſhine, and that if the 
Beams of Favour were withdrawn and they 
ſhoald fancy themſelves touch'd, Nature 
would rebel againſt Principle. 

Your whole Party (ſays he) have fo 
often diverted themſelves with that Ex- 
preſſion, that they grow dull upon it; 
but it is a Sign they are barren of other 
Matter. They can own Reſſiſtance as 
their Principle, and write Volumes in 

its Viadication ; but if a Tory Author 
happens to think it imprudent in Go- 
ver nors to puſh the Subjects too far, leſt 
they force *em from aol Principles, 
this is an unpardonable Crime; yer in 
that ſlaviſh Country France, Monſr. 


Perefix could, in a like Caution, ſay, 


that tho? Kings had their Power from 
God, Obedience depended on the Hu- 
mour of the People, and I never heard 
he was queſtion'd for it. But do 


not ſcreen the Actions of your Party 


- under 


* bo EY 

under the ſacred Shadow of the Wings 
of Majeſty; the Danger we appre- 
hend, is not from him any more than 
from the late Queen, whoſe Affections 
to this Church none could ever doubt. 
We have an abſolute Reliance on his 
Wiſdom, his Juſtice, and the Words of 
his moſt gracious Declaration, that he 
will maintain the Church of Exgland, 
tho? we know thoſe Words are taken in 
a very extended Senſe, by ſome modern 
Expoſitors, who under that Denomina- 
tion take in all the Sects tollerated in this 
Part of Britain, altho' ſome of them 
have hardly a pretence to Chriſtianity 

for which Reaſon perhaps the Words 45 
by Law eſtabliſb' were left out of the 
Anſwers to ſome late Ad ſſes: 
But tho? we ha ve all the Reſpet for his 
Maj-ſty's Authority, which becomes 
_ goood Subjects and Members of the 
moſt loyal Church in the World; 

tho? we ſtnow we are always bound to 
ſubmit to the ſupreme Power. We can- 
not think we are oblig'd to approve all 
that is acted under it. Our Laws tell 
us, the King can do no Wrong, but we 
kaow that Miniſters are not infallible, 
nor always honeſt; and as our Hiſtories 
are full ot Example: of il Councellors, 


in 
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in all Reigns, it is in vaia to hope, that 
this will be free from them ; by ſuch, 
the beſt Rules of Goverment may be 
not only render'd uſeleſs ; but by a 
wrong Application, like the moſt ſove- 
reign Remedies, may become pernicious 


and dangerous, the beſt Friends to the 


Government may be mark'd as Enemies, 
and then Injuſtice may paſs for Juſtice, 


and the People under the beſt of Prin- 


ces may ſuffer all the Inconveniencies 
they can fear from the worſt; I hope 
this will not be our Caſe, and I hope 


the Church is in no Danger; but what 


has been may be, and it is a Part of 


Prudence, to provide againſt Poſſibi- 


lities. I muſt confeſs, the Uneaſineſs 
of your Party at any Inſinuations of 
that Kind, makes me the more ſuſpi- 
cious, it looks as if you would not have 
us fear any Danger; that not taking 
Care to guard againſt it, you may take 
the Advantage of our Security: But cer- 
tainly it is not a Thing of that ſmall 


Concern, as to be quite neglected, tho? +. 


we could look upon it only as a mere 


temporal Affair, yet, as any conſidera- 


ble Alteration is it muſt neceſſarily oc- 
caſion new Schiſms in the Church, and 


Factions in the State; theſe ought to be 
avoid- 
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avoided and prevented, if poſſible; but 
I fancy that on a ſmall Injuiry it will ap- 
pear that our Fears now are not altoge- 
ther chimerical, nor quite fo ground- 
leſs as thoſe, which not long ſince ſo 
wonderfully terrify*d your Party on the 
Score of Popery. We know the Papiſts 
in this Iſland to be fo inconſiderable 
in themſelves, and fo diſabled by our 
Laws, that they ean give us no Diſtur- 
| bance, and the Utmoſt of their Deſires 
is to live in quiet, and to pay no more 
than double Taxes. What would you 
have of them, you would not quite de- 
ſtroy them, that would be knocking off 
the Handles of your Cauſe. No, my 
Friend, our Danger lies in another Quar- 
ter; Popery has been only made a Stal- 
king Horſe, to hide the Gunner, or 
uſed like Fafcines to cover the Enemy 
in their Approaches, and we have fan- 
cied we have ſeen Trees move, when 
they have only been Branches in the 
Hands of thoſe who n_ e 1 
Colours, diſtributed_the Peace of our 1/- 
rael for above 100 Years, who once 
brought us into Confuſion, and ruin'd 
both our Religion and Government; 
they knew they could not ſubvert one 


without the other, and therefore they 
| levell'd 


I 
levell'd their Batteries firſt againſt the 
Church, and when they had ruin'd 


that, down went the Throne; But not 


being able to raiſe any new regular 
Building, at length, the old Form, both 


in Church and State was reſtor'd, but 


hardly re-eſtabliſh'd, when the old 
Enemies of our Church and Monarchy 


renew'd their Attacks, which they 


have ever ſince repeated, to the great 
Danger of both; yet me may in great 
Meaſure ſay with David, Tis not mine 
Enemy which hath done this. Thoſe who 
diſſent from the eſtabliſh'd Church 


had been long ſince eaſily quelled, 


and had they not been aſſiſted by our 
falſe Brethren, who, for their own Ends 


have bolſter'd them up, they had 
found ir the moſt prudent Courle to ſit 


_ down quietly in Peace and Charity with 
their Neighbours, and Submiſſion un- 
der the Government. We have too ma- 
ny among us, who, tho? upon very ma- 
terial Conſiderations, profeſs the eſta- 
bliſh'd Religion, yet when any Queſtion 
ariſes, relating to its Safety and Welfare, 
we know before-hand on which Side of 
it they are to be found; theſe Men go 


to Church indeed, and ſo muſt he who 


robs a Church; and it is to be fear'd, 
| 8 that 
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that one as well as the other make uſe 
of it only as a Paſſage to temporal Bmo- 
lument; they are with us, but not for 
us; they can pray againſt Schiſm in the 
Church, and plead for it in the Senate; 
an Enemy under the Veil of Friendſhip 
is worſe and more dangerous than he 
Who appears bare-fac'd, worſe, as he 
adds Treachery to Malice, and more 
dangerous, as we have not the ſame 
Means of Defence againſt him. Theſe 
counterfeit Friends are within our 
Walls, and therefore we have the more 
Reaſon to be upon our Guard. In a 
frontier Town, are any fit to be truſted 
V ho are known to hold Correſpondence 
with the Enemy; and if ſuch Men 
ſhould not only oppoſe the ſtrengthning 
with new Works, thoſe Parts which 
were weakeſt and moſt expos'd, but 
purpoſe that the old Fortifications 
ſhould be pulPd down, or being over- 
ruPd, ſhould open a Poſtern to let in 
foreign Troops, and all this while be 
angry if the Burghers ſhould think the 
Place in any Danger, could any Man 
be ſo infatuted as to believe they 
did not deſign to betray and ruin the 
Garriſon, and that they ought' not ra- 
ther to be hang'd than truſted. * 
- tus 
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this ſomething like our Caſe ; have we 
not been once fack'd and pillag'd, and 
fince the Enemy was beaten out, have 
we not ſtill been under a kind of Block- 
ade, is there not too good an Underſtand- 
ing between ſome of us and the Beſieg- 
ers; are not the Teſt Act and other 
Laws made for the Defence of the eſta- 
blifh*d Church to be eſteem'd as its For- 
tifications. Can thoſe then be thought 
Friends, who endeavour to aboliſh the 
Laws already made, or oppoſe the ma- 
king any new ones which are neceſſary 
for its Security. Pray tell me freely 
what you think of thofe who ſoon at- 
ter the Revolution ftruck at the Sacras 
mental Teſt, the greateſt Bulwark of the 
Church of England, which, if that 
were once abrogated, would be laid on 
a Level with every petty Sect in the Na- 
tion, or of thoſe, 42 when the Diſſen 
ters had found the Way of leaping over 
that Fence, did ſo long and ſo vigorou- 
{ly oppoſe the making of a Law to pre- 
vent that which you truly call the high- _ 
eſt A& of Communinon from being pro- 
fan'd into the higheſt Act of Hipocri- 
iy, and: that which was inſtituted as a 
Token of unfeign'd Love and Charity, 
to be perverted to the Support of Miſ-- 
3 5 1 chief 
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chief and Divifion; if they afterwards 
puſhed on an Ac of the like Nature 
with no leſs Zeal, was it not to divide 
and ruin the Party, which they thought 
Friends to it; and if that could be done, 
what could hinder them from repealin 
it; their Inclinations are plain enough 
to be read in the Proceedings relating to 
the Schiſm Bill, and they are ſo uneaſy 
under both theſe good Laws, as they 
think they weaken their Props, that 
they will certainly get rid of them if 
they can. Charity inclines me to be- 
lieve, that ſome of thoſe who embraced 
the impracticable Deſign of a Compre- 
henſion, might perhaps mean well; but 
What can we think of others, even Dig- 

nitaries in our Church, who were fo 
over-complaiſant to the Diſſenters, that 
they were willing to have yielded to 
ſuch Terms as would have excluded a 
great Number of good Men, to take in 
ſuch as were fitter for their Turn, 
Which, inſtead of healing old Rents, 

would have made new ones; and in- 
ſtead of bringing the Diſſenters to 
Church, would have carried the Church 
iato the Conventicle, according to the 
true Intent and Meaning of the chief 
Projectors: For what were freſh Oaths 
7 DE, | _ every 
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every Day ramm'd down the Throats 
of Clergymen, but in hopes their Sto- 
machs would refuſe them, and that 


Refuſal not only unqualify a Part, but 
ſet a Mark of Diſaffection on the whole 


Body, or according to the Lord Whar- 
tons good-natur'd Expreſſion, to damn 
one Half of the Clergy and ſtarve the 
other. Why was the ſolemn Parade of 
an Impeachment dreſs'd up againſt One 


of them, for preaching a Doctrine, 


without which, no Civil Government 
can ſubſiſt; but to ſeal up the Mouths 
of the Clergy, that they ſhould not 
dare to call a Spade, a Spade, and to 


have grafted a new Teſt upon the Im- 


peachment, either to bend their Ho- 


_ neſty, or to break their Power, and put 


them out of a Capacity of oppoſing the 
Deſigns of their ſworn Enemies. 
theſe Methods it was hoped to ha ve 


wrought as great an Alteration in the' 


inferior Clergy, as the Prerogative had 
made in the higher Order. If hitherto 
their Defigns have proved abortive, we 
are beholden to the lower Clergy, and 


the Country Gentlemen. It is theſe, 
which under Providence, we are to 
thank, that the Face of our Conſtitu- 


tion in Church and State yet remains ; 


„„ 
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for which Reaſon, one has been loaded 


with 
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with Taxes, and the other with Ca- 
lumnies ; the former muſt not be ſuf- 
fer'd to continue on their Seats in the 
Convocation Houſe, nor the others 
come within the Walls of the Houſe of 
Commons, if all the Malice, Craft 
and Briberies, of a ſtrong, à wicked 
and a rich Combination can keep them 
out: What Arts have not been uſed to 
debauch the Minds of our young Gen- 
try, to give them a Bent in their tender 
Years, What was the Meaning of the 
Proje& of breaking into the Statutes of 
Colleges, which oblige the Fellows to take 
HolyOrders,but to take the Education of 
our Vouth out of the Hands of the Ortho- 
dox Clergy, and commit that Truſt to 
Sectariſts, Deiſts, and Free- thinkers, to 
confound all the Notions of Religion 
and Morality, that they might the ea- 
ſier introduce what they thought fit; 
with the ſame Views have private Tu- 
tors and Academies been encouraged, 
and others ſent to Holland and Scotland, 
for Principles ot Religion and Govern- 
ment; but this was a kind of flow Poi- 
ſon, and therefore for a quicker Opera- 
tion, Swarms of foreign Locuſts muſt be 
brought over to devour the Land, and 
the Scum of all Nations naturalized and 
enfranchiſed, to make a Ballance upon 

the 
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the Church Party, and ſet up in every 
Town a Kennel of Mungrels, to bark 
and bite, and come over a Stick at the 
Word of Command. Some think that 
the new Whim of naturaliſing the Jems, 
and making them capable of poſſeſſing 
Lands, and enjoying Honours and Pre- 
ferments, indiſcriminately with our Na- 
tives, may, if well improv'd, revive 
the Image of old Paleſtine, and turn 
our Senate into a Sanhedrim. I confeſs 
J do not think this Jeſt is intended to be 
carried ſo far, but the Jews are ver 
rich and numerous, and if they could 
be encouraged to leave the ſeveral Parts 
wherein they are diſperſed, and they, 
among others, make Settlements here ; 
tis hop'd this in a little Time would caſt 
the Weight of the landed Intereſt into 
another Scale. But, in truth, the Bot- 
tom of theſe Deſigns now is to make a 
Gap, tho? you do it backwards, for fear 
of your Eyes. The Parliament which 
made the AQ of Succeſſion, to take 
Care as far as in them lay, that the pub- 
lick Revennes might not be made the 
Prey of Strangers, and that our Coun- 
cils ſhould not be directed by foreign In- 
tereſt, or our Conſtitution endanger'd 
by ſtrengthning its Enemies with out- 
landiſh Auxiliaries, did provide, That 
5 fl 
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no Foreigner, altho* naturaliſed, ſhould be 
capable of either fitting in Privy-Council, 
or Parliament, or enjoying any Offices or 
| Truſts, Civil or Military, or Grants o 

Lanas from the Crown. And this you 
would now break thro'; but take Care, 
remember your Friend Steele compares 

the Ad of Succeſſion to the Ark of 
God, which carried Death to the bold 
Hand that touch'd it, and certainly it 
| ought to be ſacredly inviolable. If I 
may reaſſume a Military Metaphor, 
the whole Act is like a Citadel built for 
à laſting Security to our Religion, 
Rights and Liberties ; the Succeſſion it 
ſelf is but as one Baſtion of it, ſo that 
whoever goes about te demoliſh any of 
the reſt, endangers the whole Fabrick, 
and ought to be look'd on as an Enemy 
both to his King and Country; what 
are thoſe then, who have already bat- 
ter'd down Two Baſtions of this Cita- 
del, formerly thought by themſelves ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to preſerve us from 
Corruption and Male-Adminiſtration ; 
One of theſe was a Clauſe enacting, 
that every Reſolution in Council ſhould 
be ſigned by ſuch Members of it as ſhould 
adviſe the ſame ; but they thank you, 
they do not like that Laws ſhould cut 
both Ways, they would always _ 

| the 
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the Back towards themſelves, and the 
Edge to their Enemies; had this conti- / 
nued in Force, ſome might ſoon have 
been convicted by their own Hands. 
The other was a felf-denying Clauſe, 
to render all thoſe who ſhould have any © 


Office, or Place of Profit under the King, 44. I 


or Penſion from the Crown, incapable of 
Sitting in the Houſe of Commons. This 
was another two-edg'd Sword ; they 
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could not be choſen Members without = 1 


Money, and they would not part with 5, 96? 


their Money, without Hopes of a good 
Return; their Szr vice in the Houſe was 
to be their Recommendation at Courr, 
and without getting into both, they 
could neither ſecure themſelves, nor 
carry on their Cauſe : Away with the 
Mask then, and tell us plainly what 
you aim at, as your Fore-fathers did 
when Dominion was founded in Grace, 
and the Saints were to inherit the 
Earth, However, the Breaches already 
made,can at preſent only be lamented, 
as the Country Gentlemen have now 
but too much Reaſon, in Relation to 
the latter of them, and the whole Na- 


tion may too ſoon regret the Loſs of 
them both. Bur if after this, we ſhould 


CI 
2 
. * 


let in an Inundation of Foreigners 
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if the Judges Clauſe, or that which ob- 
liges the King to the Communion of 
the Church of Exgland, or others of 
thoſe well built Fences of the Engliſb 
Liberties and Religion ſhould be demo- 
liſhed, which I hope we ſhall never ſee, 


(cor certainly thoſe who are Friends to 
the K—, will conſider how far break- 


ing the Conditions, whereon any Act 
or Thing is eſtabliſh'd, may weaken 
what is ſo eſtabliſh'd thereon) but this 
I muſt fay, that if ſuch Deſigns ſhould 
be accompliſh'd, the Conſideration and 
Intention of the Succeſſion- Act, will be 
fruſtrated, and all the Blood and Trea- 
ſure ſpent to ſecure our Liberties and 


; - -Religion, will be thrown away to no 
8 Purpoſe. | | | 


Bur to proceed, if we look into the 
Behaviour of your Friends in the pre- 
ſent Reign, we ſhall find it all of a 
Piece with the reſt, all tending to raife 
Diviſions, and weaken the Hands ye 
ſhould ſupport, at leaſt, it the old Maxims 
are true, That a Nation is ſtronger for 
being united within its ſelf ; and that the 
Hearts of the People are the Princes great- 
eſt Treaſare and Felicity, certainly never 
any one came to the Throne of this 
Kingdom with fairer Opportunites of 

. making 


E 


making himſelf the Darling of his 


whole People, of putting an End to 
Factibn, and "burying all the odious 
Names“ of Diſtinction in utter Oblivion. 
His high Abilities and Royal Virtues 
| did not exceed tlie Ideas which the Na- 
tion in general had conceived: of them. 


No Prince was ever more univerſally 1 


rever'd and beloy'd, nor his Title more 
generally acknowledged and ſupported 


both at Home and Abroad, and bis 


Way 1 to a happy Reign plainly chalked 
out, even in the Ac of Settlement it 
felf': But the old Story was to go on, 
and the King's beſt Subjects ſtill repre- 
fented as diſaffected, al chat all their. 
Expreſſions of Loyalty wete only the 
Effects of a ſudden Conyerſion on the 
. baſe Motive of Fear. In this Manner, 
by turning the Teleſcope the wrong 
Way, the greater Part of the Natio 


appear'd the leſs, and ſeem'd to be of 


the Colour with which the Glaſſes were 
tinged; this was alſo the true Meaning 
of r ſing the Stocks when her late Ma- 


jeſty lay on her Death-Bed, (which is 


very eaſily done by half a Dozen Con- 
federates to ſerve a Turn) they thought 
this would look as if the People in ge- 


neral were uneaſy under her, and that 
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Blame, and their Loſſes muſt be made 


| - CS 

theſe great Pretenders and their Party, 
were the ſole Maſters of Credit: And 
thus in Truth they did not bid for 
Stock, but for the Nation. But all 


theſe falſe Colours laid on by the Whigs 


and their Datch Allies, would eaſily 


have been waſhed off, had ſome others 


been ſuffer'd to give a truer Informa- 
tion. To prevent this, Was 
ſurrounded and guarded, like the Pro- 
perty or Priſoner of a Party. Some 
who came to make Tenders of their 
Duty, were abuſed and affronted, and 
one barbarouſly Murder'd. The Royal 
Palace was not an Afylum even to the 
Clergy, againſt the Inſults of a mix'd 
Rabble of Footmen and their Maſters, 
(which was the firſt Riot we heard of) 


nor was that Parliament which had 


given the greateſt and moſt convincing 


; * of their Loyalty and Affection to 


is Majeſty, even in his own Opinion 


f and that of the Lords Juſtices, favour'd 
with the Honour of ſeeing his Face, or 


waiting on him at his Coronation. The 
unaccountable Rapidity of the Succeſs 
of theſe Methods is well enough re- 
membred. And now, right or Wrong, 
thoſe who were beaten muſt bear the 


the 


TR 
the Meaſure of their Crimes. The 
Temper and Reſignation of che falling 
Party was miſinterpreted as Conſciouſ- 
neſs, and the Rudeneſs and Inſolence 
of the Victors, carried a Colour of Ju- 
ſtice. Thoſe who knew nothing of the 
Matter, concluded that what they ſaw 
could not be done without very great 
Reaſon or Neceſſity ; all People were 


ſtruck with Amazement, and even the 


Whigs and Diſſenters wonder'd at their 
own good Fortune. There was now a 
fit Opportunity to feel the Pulſe of the 
Nation, and try how far the Victory 
could be puſhed before the People re- 
turn'd to their Senſes. The beſt of Ex- 
_ gliſp-Men were ſcandalouſſy reviPd, and 
the Memory of the beſt of Queens baſe- 
ly inſulted, almoſt without Contra- 
iction: But when they came to ſet 
Bills on the Church Doors that the 
Houſe was to be Let, and the Goods to 


be Sold; when they not only prepar'd 2 


to burn the Effigies of a Divine, who 
was thought to have ſuffer'd in the 
Cauſe of the Church of Exglaud, but in 
ſome Places to abuſe in the like Man- 
ner their deceaſed Sovereign, and to 
commit the Liturgy of our Church to 
the Flames; theſe Provocations occa- 
Xs _—_— ſion'd 
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ſion'd the Diſturbances and Riots which 
you and your Friends complained- of, 
wherein, if the Aggreſſors had been ſo 
ſtrong as they thought themſelves, or 
the others ſo tame as was expected, Vu 
Popali might have been once again Vox 
Dei. The Inchnations of the People 

might ha ve been made uſe of as in Scot- 
land about 26 Years before, and the 
other Party might in vain have cried 
out for Help. I am as great an Enemy 
to Mobs and Tumults as any Man; but 
certainly in this Caſe,if the Reſentments 
of the Populace hacfallen heavier than 
they did on the Heads of theſe Intendi- | 
aries, it had been noe Treaſon, nor the 
Correction of ſuch ſawey Servants any 

Sign of Diſaffection to their common 
Maſter : But the Carrying this Matter 

fo high is well enough underſtood, and 

ſure it is no leſs apparent why all thoſe 
who have ſhewn themſelves ztalgus 1 
for the Intereſt and Safety of the Reli- 
gion, to Which they are bound by all 
the Ties of Profeſſion, Conſcience, Oaths, 

and Intereſt, are daily aſperſed and ex- 
-poſed, under Names and Figures of 
Contempt, and not only ſo, but the 
whole Order of the inferior Clergy, dig- 
'nxfied with the Title of —— 


„ 
by the mergenary Pen of an Apoſtate 
Buffoon, who! Weekly vents his dull 
Ridicule on their Characters and Per- 
ſons, to render them and their ho- 
ly Office contemptible and vile in the 
Eyes of the Feople, and profanely de- 
_ Tides the Care of the Church as only 
employ'd about the Danger of a Cloſe- 
ſtool, as if thofe pretty Gentlemen who 
defiled the Churches at Barrington and 
St. James's with their naſty Ordure, had 
put thoſe ſacred Buildings to their pro- 
= ESTI. 
The preſent Treatment of the Clergy 
-15 fo exactly copied from that which their 
Predeceſſors met with from the ſame 
Party before the Grand Rebellion, that 
we cannot think it to be with any o- 
ther Deſign; and if the Biſhops have at 
preſent more of their Favour, it is for 
the Sake of the Men, not out of Reſpect 
to the Order; the Vertue of the others 
is in Truth, their greateſt Crime; they 
have foreſeen Danger at a Diſtance, and 
have by their Courage, Vigilance and 
Conſtancy ſpoil'd ſome fine Schemes, 
and at this Time ſee a little further in- 
_ «ta tlie Deſigus of ſome who are neither 
Friends to them nor the Religion they 
profeſs, than it ſeems; it is ee 
. that 


(SF: 
that they ſhould : You would neither 
have them ſee nor feel, or at leaſt not 
believe their Senſes; the Laſhes they 
receive ſhould only tickle them, and 
they ſhould take all in good Part, nor 
ſhould they think the Church in any 
Danger till they ſee it pulPd down. 
Our Church is founded on a Rock, and 
we hope the Gates of Hell will never 
prevail againſt it; but ought not our 
Watchmen to be upon the Guard, 
ſhould they cry yet, a little Sleep, yet, a 
little Slumber, and neglect their Duty, 
truſting to Miracles for our Preſerva- 
tion, would not this be tempting Om- 
nipotence, and if they ſhould be ſur- 
pris'd, would they be excuſable either 
before God or Man. How would they 
have been blam'd had they been guilty 
of ſuch Cowardice or Remiſſneſs in 
the Reign of King James II. when they 
ſtood formoſt in the Breach to their per- 
petual Honour, and can the ſame thing 
be a Virtue at one Time and a Vice 
at another, or can we be in no Danger 
but from Popery. Was it by the Papiſts 
the Church of England was once over- 
turn'd, or by the Sectariſts, with the 
Aſſiſtance, or by Connivance of ſome 
of her on unnatural Sons; but you _ 

CA 
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call the Crime of theſe ; had you term'd 
it Parricide, you had been near the 
Matter, and perhaps a greedy Eye on 
the Patrimony may be none of the leaſt 
Temptations to it. Had it not been 
for the Treachery of her pretended 

Friends and the Remiſſneſs of her own 
Sons, our Siſter Church of Scotland had 
not been ſubdu'd and brought under by 
a Rump of a Convention, and hir'd 
Mobs, and if we think our ſelves ſecure 
till we are in the Power of the ſame 
Enemies, how can we expect a kinder 
Fate. I hope our Religion is not now 
in Danger, but certainly Care to keep 
it out of Danger is no Crime: You. 
may remember how very careful your 
Friends were about theSucceſſion, which 
altho*-no Enemy appear'd, tho' no At- 
tempts were made to repeal any Laws 
made for its Security, but on the 
contrary, Offers of any farther, Securi- 
ties, which could be reaſonably propos'd, 
yet that muſt be then in Abundance 
of Danger; then it ſeems we were at the 
laſt Gaſp; but the eſtabliſh'd Religion, 
the Safety of which was one of the 
chief Ends of that Limitation, muft be 
thought in a ſafe and flouriſhing Con- 
dition, rho? ſhe ſhould be in the —_— 
F 0 
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of thoſe wha have ſo often ſhevnididle 


good Will; if we ſhould ſee the Maſtiff 


muzzPd, we muſt not think there are 


any Deſigas to ſteal che Sheep; or if 


the Shepherds ſhould turn their Backs 
or aſſiſt in the Work, we muſt not ſal: 
pe&t chem of being in the Confederacy 


but ſhould - a Time eome, when alt 


who have ever ſhewn any Regard to 


. * 


the Conſtitution either in Church and 
State, ſhould be diſabled and put out of 
Power; if we ſhould ſee the whole Bo- 
dy of Deiſts, Atheiſts, and Free-thinkers 


(who would be ready to ſacrifice Reli. 
gion to ſecular Ends) join'd in a ſtrict 


Confederacy with the United Forces 


off Sectariſts and Schiſmaticks of all Per- 
ſwaſions, and ſtrengthned with foreign 


Intereſts, if the Court ſhould be com- 


pos'd of the former, and the Returns 
of Members of Parliament made by the 
latter, what is there which is dear to an 
honeſt Engliſhman hat may not be! in 
Danger. 

For if ſuch a miſitliievous Harmony, | 
ſuch a Concordia Diſcors ſhould ever 


happen, that a corrupt Miniſtry mould 


be ſure of a great Majority in a Houſe 
of Peers at their Devotion, and pro- 
cure the like by Threats, Promiſes, or 
Bri- 


CAC), © 


Briberies and falſe Returns in the lower 


Houſe, no Man knows at what Rate 


they may be willing to purchaſe their 


_ own Eſtabliſhment, or the other, to ſell | 
the Engliſh Liberties and Religion, and 
how far the King himſelf, even if welh | 


appriz'd of the Tendency, or Conſes 


uence of any Projects advanc'd to 


theſe Purpoſes, may be able to prevent 
them, is as difficult to foreſee. 


The Temper of ſome People at this 


Time, ſhews that the Author of a 


Sheet writ three Years ſince, knew the 


| Party very well, and I wiſh he may 


not be a true Prophet throughout the 


following hy r where ſpeaking of 
a Change, Then (ſays he) Things will 
return of Courſe into the old Hands of 
thoſe whoſe little Fingers will be found 


| heavier than their Predeceſſors Loins ; 
they will reaſſume their Power with aSpirit 
like that of Marius or Sylla, or the i 


Triumvirate. The Miniſters may fall the 
firſt Saeriſices to their Vengeance, but theſe 


are the ſmalleſt Miſchiefs to be apprehend- 


ed from ſuch returning Exiles, what Secu- 
rity can 4 Prince hope for, his Perſon, or 
his Crown, or even for the Monarchy its 
ſelf; he maſt expect to ſee his beſt Friends 


brought to the Scaffold for aſſerting his 


Rights; 
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Rights; to ſee his Prerogative trampled 
on, and his Treaſures applied to feed the 
Awvarice of thoſe who make themſelves his 
Keepers; to hear himſelf treated with In- 
ſolence and Contempt; to have his Family 
755 at Pleaſure, and to retain eden 

the Name and Shadow of a King mo longer 

thaz his Ephori ſball think fit. 5 
After this Quotation, he fell upon 
ſome late Pieces of Management, as 
the Violence and Univerſality of the 
Changes in the Court, the Army, and 
Country, alledging they could not be 
greater, even in Barcelona, where the 
Subjects had revolted and perſiſted in 
their Revolt to the utmoſt Extremity. 
The unpopular Prorogations and Diſſo- 
lution of a Parliament, which (as he 
ſaid) had merited ſo well the Removal 
of Judges; for no other Fault, ſays he, 
that we know of, but too much Law 
and Honeſty; The Number of new 
_ Creations fo much complain'd againſt 
in the laſt Reign, and without the Ne- 
ceſſity Which then pleaded in its Juſti- 
fication; the Inſtructions about Preach- 
ers, the Stile of ſome late Proclama- 
tions, &c. making ſuch Remarks upon 
each of them as I do not care to commit 
to Paper; the rather becaufe I do not 
| : | doubt 
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doubt but you hear enough of them, 
concluding from all theſe, that he could 


not think, bur that a great Deal of 


what we have ſeen was wholly calcu- 
lated to the Gratification of Revenge 
and Avarice, and the Support of a 


Party without any Regard to the true 


Intereſt either of rhe King or Country, 
that nothing could in his Opinion pre- 


vent the Miſchieſs which he appre- 


hended, but a good Houſe of Com- 


mons; Therefore (fays he) I hope, 


that whilſt an Opportunity is yet in 
our Hands, we ſhall take Care to make 
ſuch a Choice as may preſerve us from 
what we fear, and fend up ſuch Mem- 
bers as prefer the Intereſt of their own 


Country 10 any foreign Nation what- 


foever ; Tuch as have ſo true a Senſe of 


the Bleffings of Peace, as to prefer it 


before the Calamities of a ruinous War, 
to impoveriſh our ſelves and aggrandiſe 
our Allies; ſuch as have ſhewan them- 
ſelves true Friends to the Church of 
England, and never thought it could be 
too well fecur'd; ſuch as have always 


been ready to ſupport the Publick Cre- 


dit, and the Honour of the Crown and 
Government, and to maintain the Li- 


| berries of their fellow SubjeQts: Theſe 
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are. the Men which are and have been 
the trueſt Friends to the Ming and to 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion ;, if we do this, 
we may ſecure the future Happineſs, 
both of King and People ; if not, we 
may never have a ſecond Opportunity, 
but may be forc'd to fit down with the 
Comfort of Sero ſapiunt Phryges. He was 
ſtill going on, when Company coming 
in broke of the Diſcourſe. I confeſs 
I was ſorry to hear fo much as I had 
already; I doubt whatever our De- 
ſigns are, our Manner of proceeding 

has not much advanc'd. them: If we 
have loſt the Subſtance by catching at 
the Shadow, and our Enemies are ral- 
lied and reinforc'd while we have been 
rifling the Camp, we muſt thank our 
ſelves: I am no Politician, but I am 
apt to believe, that if only ſome of the 
Tories had been diſplac'd, and others 
of the more harmleſs Sort left for a 
Whilz in ſome Poſts, not of too much 
Truſt and Power, it would have been 
look'd on as 2a Perſonal, not a Party 
Cauſe ; thoſe who had been laid by, 


would have been thought to haye de- 


ſerv'd it, and Male-Adminiſtrations 
would have gone down more current- 
ly; this would have leſſen'd their In- 
—_ 12 _-- qoeeſt 
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tereſt in the Country, and the others 


would have been ſecur'd to us by their 
own Intereſt and this would have had a 
general Effect upon the lower Form of 


Electors; ſo that we might much more 


eaſily have procured a Parliament to our 


Minds, and tien have proceeded. with- 


out Oppoſition; andinthree Years Time 


have done what we pleas'd; whereas by 


declaring open War, we have alarm'd 


the whole Country, and open'd their 


Mouths as well as their Eyes. Feſtina 
lente is a good old Proverb, but I find 
we have forgot both that and our old 
Friend Moderation; we have indeed laid 
our ſelyes too open, and I am afraid the 
Courſe we. have taken (except to ſome 
private Pockets) will be of no Advan- 
tage, either to our ſelves, or to him we 
pretend to ſerve; it revives in me the 
Idea of a late Reign, which I ſhall give 
you out of a Pamphlet, writ after the 
Revolution in Favour of K. J—s ; 
but not of his Adminiſtration, and (6 
P 1: 
It was the Extremity of Imprudence 
to diſoblige the greateſt Part of all Or- 
ders of Men, who had, been moſt. zea- 
louſly for the two King Charles's, (and 
let me add the ee ee 
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the Church of Exgland. 
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| ſtood cloſe to his Succeffion, removing 


them from the Council Board and other 
Places of Honour, Profit or Truſt in 
the Court, from their Lieutenancy, ju- 
ſtice of Peaceſhip, or Magiſtracy in 

orporations, and filling their Rooms, 
either with ſuch Perſons as had no In- 
tereft, or who had nothing to recom- 
mend them but their Rhodomontado 


Promiſes, or were the violenteſt in de- 


claring againſt the Perſecuting Spirit of 


| Whereas they ſhould by a skilful 


a 
Application have ene to aſſure 


the Minds of the Nobility, Clergy, 


* 


aim'd at no other Thing, than to pre- 
Terve the Church of England, as the 
National Church, and obtain an equita- 
ble Liberty for Roman Cathblicks and 


Magiſtracy and Gentry, that the King 


' Diffenters to exerciſe their Religious 
| Worſhip, without invading any Rights 


of the Church of England, only de- 
priving them of their compulſive Pow- 
er on {ome others, to conform, or ſuffer 
the Penalties the Law had provided. 
But we had nothing of all this; but 
on the other hand, careſſing the new 
Allies, and encouraging their Animoſi- | 
ties againſt the Church of England, 
1 — » 


purging Corporations, without any Re- - 
gard to Conſequences, Fitneſs or Unfit- 
neſs of Men, thinking there was no 
more in it, than to give Names in to a 
Secretary, to be inſerted in a Mandate, 
according to the Informations of three 
or four itinerant Informers, or the Dif- 
ſenters Agitators, who for that Purpoſe 
were conſtantly with my Lord S —, 
Mr. B—, Mr. P—, or others, who 
either out of Ignorance, or worſe, poſ- 
ſeſs'd the King with an Opinion, that 
the Diſſenters were the Men of greateſt 
Intereſt in Corporations; ſo that the 
only Way to gain Burgeſſes from them 
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in any enſuing Parliament, was to re- 


ſtore ſuch as had been diſplac'd by the 
Corporation AQ, and remove all that 
would not promiſe their Aſſent to the 
Conditions propos'd, and put in any 
who would concur with them, tho? hut 
in outward Appearance. f 

CTertainly never any Pretenders to Po- 
liticks took ſo direct a Courſe to ruin 

the whole Deſign of the well-meaning 
King, who now could neither ſee noc 
hear any Thing, but by the Eyes and 
Ears of thoſe who had ſhut out all the 
Loyal Men they could fiad about him. 
Tour Sentiments on this long Letter, 


will oblige, Re. 


